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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, 26  JULY 2026TH

In  the Angl ican Catho l ic  Church,
l i tu rgy  is  ex t remely  impor tant .
Whi le  some Chr is t ians want  to
have a  l i tu rgy  that  speaks to
them,  in  our  church we recogn ise
that  l i tu rgy  is  the work  we have
to  do.  L i tu rgy  is  the way that  we
as a  church come together  to
address God.  I t  i s  not  someth ing
for  ourse lves;  jus t  as  we a l l  face
in  the same d i rec t ion as  our
pr ies t ,  our  worsh ip  is  not  about
us :  i t  i s  about  God.

I f  we are  supposed to  come
together  as  one in  our  l i tu rgy ,
how is  i t  tha t  the Angl ican
Catho l ic  Church permi ts  severa l
l i tu rg ies  ra ther  than res t r ic t ing
everyone to  the same one?

Whi le  we are  One Church,  we
each come f rom d i f fe rent  p laces
wi th  d i f fe rent  cu l tu res  and subt le
d i f fe rences in  the way we under-

s tand our  fa i th ,  Jus t  as  the
Romans,  Cor in th ians,  Gala t ians,
Ephes ians,  Ph i l ipp ians,
Coloss ians and Thessa lon ians are
par t  o f  the  same church,  the
people  are  f rom d i f fe rent
backgrounds.  A l l ,  however ,  share
the same  des i re  to  worsh ip  God.

The same is  t rue for  us .  Our
Angl ican her i tage means that  we
have the Book o f  Common Prayer
as the s tandard o f  our  l i tu rgy ,  but
we acknowledge that  th is  her i tage
has come f rom someth ing ear l ie r
and that  is  why we have the
missa ls .  Our  BCP has been
fash ioned f rom e lements  o f  the
Sarum Use which is  the bas is  a lso
of  what  we f ind  in  the Missa ls .
Here a t  St  August ine,  you wi l l  f ind
that  we use e i ther  the 1549 Prayer
Book L i tu rgy ,  or  the Engl ish  Missa l
which suppor ts  the Angl ican
her i tage o f  the BCP.

Donat ions for  Church
Flowers a lways

grateful ly  received.
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Even th is  warn ing is  proof  o f
Jesus '  love for  us .

He doesn ' t  want  us  to  be
mind less  or  unth ink ing,
a l lowing ourse lves to  be
b lown about  by  any wind o f
doct r ine .

A prophet  wor th  the name wi l l
remember  th is .  He wi l l
remember  the ent rus ted duty
to  preach the Word o f  God.

Prophets ,  p reachers ,
teachers  and c lergy  must  be
s incere .

Our  Lord  is  c lear  that  our  t rue
mot ives  wi l l  a lways f ind  a
way o f  revea l ing  themselves.
The f ru i t  tha t  we bear  is  the
f ru i t  o f  our  s incer i ty  as  we
proc la im the Word o f  God.

Th is  Word o f  God wi l l  no t  be
pred ic t ions  o f  the  End o f  the
Wor ld  because Jesus to ld  us
that  we wi l l  no t  ever  know
when the end is  coming.

Prophets  who dec lare  that
they know when the End is
coming are  cont rad ic t ing  Our
Lord .

The i r  f ru i t  i s  confus ion and
comes f rom the i r  in te l lec tua l
pr ide .

The Word o f  God is  a t t rac t ive  
but  not  po isonous.
Somet imes i t  i s  hard  because
i t  shows us  th ings to  put  r igh t
in  ourse lves and we know
that .

But  the  Word o f  God wi l l
remind you o f  the  love o f  God
and he lp  you to  s tand on your
own two feet .

A prophet  who makes you
dependent  on the i r  approva l
ra ther  than on the approva l  o f
God is  t ry ing to  cont ro l  you.

The i r  f ru i t  i s  in tox ica t ion  and 

comes f rom the i r   des i re  to
cont ro l  o thers  ra ther  than
love them.  There is  a  reason
why in tox ica t ion  comes f rom
the word tox ic .

The Word o f  God wi l l  no t  be
showy or  loud.  Prophets  who
per form mi rac les  and make
the i r  message about  the
mirac les  are  c rav ing your
worsh ip .

Our  Lord  pre fers  to  do His
mi rac les  qu ie t ly  in  the
company o f  H is  f r iends
beh ind c losed doors .

H is  message is  more
impor tant  than His  mi rac les
because He doesn ' t  c rave
your  worsh ip  but  ra ther
needs you to  know that
worsh ipp ing Him wi l l  b r ing
you a l l  the  joy  that  you cou ld
ever  des i re .

Prophets  who crave your
a t tent ion  are  t ry ing to  be
fa lse  gods.  The i r  f ru i ts  are
ido la t ry  and pr ide and come
from a deep insecur i ty  and
lack  o f  fa i th  in  God.

And the l i s t  goes on.

But  we can take comfor t  in
that  t rue prophets  work  for
the good o f  the  peop le  they
are  ca l led  to  serve,  who
recogn ise the va lue God
places in  peop le  and seeks
to  br ing  to  them the best  f ru i t
f rom God Himsel f .  The i r  f ru i t
i s  love.

The bramble  bushes are
dropp ing the i r  f lowers  and
f rom the i r  buds you can jus t
make out  l i t t le  green f ru i t  tha t
you hope wi l l  become a n ice
crop o f  b lackber r ies .

The bramble  bush is  qu i te  a
pest  i t  can choke a  garden
and is  very  d i f f i cu l t  to  get  r id
o f  espec ia l ly  when i t  can
in f l i c t  nasty  scra tches.

But  i t  can bear  good f ru i t ,
love ly ,  ju icy  b lackber r ies .  A
good year  can y ie ld  b lackber ry
jam,  b lackber ry  ju ice  and
b lackber r ies  and cream.
Perhaps i t  makes the
pest i len t ia l  na ture  o f  the
bramble  bush wor thwhi le .

Of  course,  i f  i t  doesn ' t  bear
f ru i t ,  o r  the  f ru i t  i s  sour ,  o r  i f
there  is  some unp leasant
substance in  the so i l  tha t  the
bramble  soaks up then the
whole  bush is  dug up and
burnt .

By the bramble 's  f ru i t  sha l l  ye
know i t .

Our  Lord  is  very  c lear  about
t reat ing  the prophets  who
come in  h is  name the same
way.

Clergy  need to  be prepared to
show the i r  good f ru i t  to  peop le
in  order  to  assure  the i r
congregat ion that  they are
t ru ly  in  i t  fo r  God.

Too o f ten we see some
smi l ing  man in  a  su i t  p roc la im
the Lord  Jesus on ly  to  d iver t
the donat ions   he rece ives
In to  h is  comfor tab le  l i fes ty le .
These fo lk  get  exposed and
found out .

And that  is  when  we must  use
our  in te l l igence  to  s tay  away
f rom them.



Hon.  Assistant  Pr iest

Father  Ray Thompson
frraythompson@gmai l .com

07443 438465

M e e t  t h e  t e a m

The Bishop

Bishop Damien Mead
dmead@angl icancathol ic .org

 07944 811143

Feast of the week

The Dean

Father  Jonathan Munn
 jmunn@angl icancathol ic .org

07596 638248

Dates for your diary:

Safeguarding Off icer  &
Head Server

Dr Roy Hipkiss

Treasurer
Mrs Kerry  Scott

Parish Secretary
Ms Nikki  Thompson
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Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret  Mead

July 29th: St Martha St Martha is often
remembered as the “busy bee”. She is the
sister of Mary and Lazarus and was an
obvious friend to Our Lord. In the Gospel, we
see her fussing about making things ready
but the Lord reminds her that it is good to be
contemplative, too, like her sister. She also
scolds Jesus for not coming quickly enough
to stop Lazarus’ death, but the Lord shows
her why He is the Resurrection and the Life. In
her, we see all our worries met by Christ. St
Martha, pray for us!Y

Wednesday 29th July
11:45 Low Mass for St Martha

 With the recent hot weather forcing the cancellation and
relocation of our Masses, it also seems prudent that, if you

wish to attend our midweek Mass, you please check our
Facebook page or inform the Dean of your intention to

attend so that we know whom to contact in the event of a
cancellation.

Ever y Sunday:  11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy  Days :  As Announced)

Assistant  Server
Master  Aiden

Wish

Your paragraph text

Naughty people have been speculat ing
about  the words being uttered by the
poor ,  put-upon Dean in  th is  p icture .
Some have suggested that  i t  is  the
appropr iate react ion to the
Archdeacon’s  “magic disappear ing
aspergi l lum” t r ick .  Other ’s  opinion
think that  th is  is  an expression of
remembering that  i t  is  h is  turn to
grout  the B ishop’s  toenai ls  again .  The
correct  answer is  that  the Dean is
saying,  “oh!  Now who’s  t rod that  in?”

ha

https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_315_SearchOrgConquer_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002039&af_sub5=C01_Email_Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=0c38e4b0-a27e-40f9-a211-f4e2de32ab91&af_android_url=https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.yahoo.mobile.client.android.mail&listing=search_organize_conquer


Our prayers especially for Laurence and Margaret Mead; Diane Smith; Chris Bosworth; Todd, David and
their family;  Ann Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb &
Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride; Sally Pengilly; Sally
and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner;
Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom; Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dr Roy Fidge; Fr
Philip Bevan; Sarah Winterburn and family, Gerald Cox, Fr Anthony Chadwick, Lynsey Hunter

We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen Beasley,  Nicola
Baker, Quinn Hollick, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra Robinson, Steve Elie
and all afflicted with cancer. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or
paper copies. 

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and villages,
the growth of our Church Family.
For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the Middle East and China.
For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine and Russia and
throughout the World. 
For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime. 
For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Diocese of Canada, Fr Robert Mansfield, vicar general;
For Lay Readers, deaconesses and other lay Ministries in the Church of God. For all altar servers and
acolytes;
The Propagation of the Holy Catholic and Orthodox Faith, for all Missionaries and Evangelists.

And we remember the recently departed 
Dulcie Fidge, Marc Tatton,

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially: 
Paul Hipkiss, Avice Harms,

+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord 
R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

Y o u r  P r a y e r s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r :
Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know times
are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to encourage those who
are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do so. 

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  f i n a n c i a l l y

The information you require is below:
Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

    Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168
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