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. . .  o f  h is  re ign K ing
Nebuchadnezzar  was t roub led by
dreams.  Thus began Danie l ’s
prophet ic  min is t ry  in  Baby lon.

As we c lose the second year
s ince the consecra t ion o f  our
cathedra l ,  we note  that  we have
had a  few bumps on the road,
notab ly  the ra ther  dramat ic ,  and
hopefu l ly  thorough ly  temporary ,
incapac i ta t ion  o f  one o f  our
be loved churchwardens.  There
wi l l  be  bumps in  the road to
come,  that  much is  t rue,  but  th is
doesn ’ t  s top us  f rom dreaming.

Our  Cathedra l  i s  a  dream come
true and,  as  we ce lebra te  the
21  b i r thday o f  St  August ine ’s  as
a par ish ,  who would  have thought
that ,  in  the var ious ha l l ,  cent res
and former  shops that  we would
be here .  God gave us  the dream
and then made i t  come t rue.

s t

Of course,  not  a l l   d reams come
true -  on ly  those that  po in t  t ru ly  to
sa lvat ion.  Th is  is  why on ly  God-
g iven dreams po in t  to  our  t rue
happiness.  Whi le  our  ca thedra l
w i l l  no t  las t  fo rever ,  our  sa lvat ion
in  Chr is t  w i l l  and then we sha l l
have someth ing bet ter  to  dream
about .

But  we shou ld  keep dreaming.  Our
v is ion is  that  we increase in
number  and in  ho l iness and
promote the g lory  o f  God to  the
best  o f  our  ab i l i t y  that  these
shores o f  the Uni ted K ingdom
resound once more wi th  the
t rad i t iona l  songs o f  D iv ine pra ise
that  she possessed even before  St
August ine set  foot  here .

St  August ine,  B lessed E l izabeth
Bar ton and Our  Lady o f
Wals ingham pray for  us  and for
everyone!

Donat ions for  Church
Flowers a lways

grateful ly  received.
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the  Cel ts  are  put  in  harmony.
He does not  seek to  put  down
the one a t  the  expense o f  the
other .  The Pope has pr imacy,
but  not  supremacy.  St
August ine h imse l f  i s
consecra ted Archb ishop by
Aether ius  o f  Ar les ,  accord ing
to  St  Bede.

I t  i s  in  h is  conversat ions wi th
Pope Gregory  that  the  seeds
of  Ang l ican prac t ice  are
sown.  C lerks  can marry .  Wi th
regard to  L i tu rgy ,  Bede
repor ts  that  St  Gregory  te l ls
St  August ine that  he can use
anyth ing in  the Gal l i can
Church to  he lp  ins t ruc t  the
Engl ish .  

Fur ther ,  he says that  i f  S t
August ine is  the  on ly  b ishop
present ,  then he can
consecra te  o thers  on h is  own.  
We see here  the teach ing
that  on ly  one b ishop is
needed for  the  consecra t ion
of  another  to  be va l id ,  the
others  serve as  wi tnesses to
the fac t  and represent  the
consent  o f  the  Catho l ic
Church.  Pope Gregory  is
c lear  in  se t t ing  out  tha t  in
grave cases o f  absences o f
Catho l ic  B ishops,  a  b ishop
consecra ted by  fewer  than
three b ishops is  t ru ly  a
Catho l ic  b ishop.

What  we are  wi tness ing here
is  the in tegra t ion  o f  the  Body
of  Chr is t .  That  there  is  an
order  and a  pr inc ip le  and a
des i re  fo r  harmony o f
Eng l ishness and Catho l ic ism.
In  St  August ine,  Ang l ican
Catho l ic ism takes f ru i t  and
grows wi th in  Chr is t  H imsel f .

A t  the  cent re  o f  i t  a l l  i s  th is
pr inc ip le  that  Eng l ish
Spi r i tua l i ty  is  brought  in to
un i ty  w i th  o ther  loca l
Chr is t ian  sp i r i tua l i ty  in  the
Body o f  Chr is t .  A l l  the
estab l ished r i tes  whether
they be Roman,  Gal l i can,  

Glago l i t i c ,  S lavon ic ,  o r
Eng l ish ,  are  proper ly
Catho l ic  and Chr is t  i s
mani fes ted in  them.  In  them
is  the same sacrament ,  the
same Real  Presence in  the
host ,  the  same Holy  Tr in i ty
to  be worsh ipped and
adored.

We may be t iny ,  but  so  was
St  August ine ’s  miss ion in  a
land o f  Ar ians and Pe lag ians.
I f  we are  to  grow,  then we
must  ourse lves be devoted to
the Body o f  Chr is t ,
deepening our  persona l
sp i r i tua l i ty  under  the
d isc ip l ine  o f  the  Catho l ic
Fa i th .  We must  be pr inc ip led,
and our  pr inc ip les  must
beg in  w i th  love for  God and
then wi th  ne ighbour .  We
must  seek cons is tency,  even
as St  August ine sought
cons is tency wi th  the
ind igenous Church that  he
found when he set  foo t  on
Engl ish  So i l .  We must  be
pers is tent ,  knowing that  we
have many precedents  as  to
how the humble  hear t  and
fervent  sou l  can in f luence
nat ions.  And we must
cont inue rece iv ing the grace
of  God in  the sacraments
knowing that  th is  very  grace
draws a l l  th ings in to  Heaven
i tse l f .

Our  Cathedra l  i s  a  tes tament
o f  our  commi tment  to  be ing
as permanent  a  par t  o f  our
her i tage as  any o ther  par t .  In
Chr is t ,  we l i ve  move and
grow to  H is  g lory .

Th is  year ,  the  Feast  o f  S t
August ine gave way to  the
Whi tsun Octave as  is  proper .
Any sa in t  w i l l ing ly  g ives  p lace
to  the Lord ,  decreas ing so He
may increase.  We can ’ t  pu t  St
August ine away jus t  l i ke  that .
We have here  a  monk,  nay an
abbot ,  who,  a t  the  orders  o f
Pope Gregory ,  is  ass igned the
task  o f  conver t ing  the Ang lo-
Saxons to  Chr is t ian i ty .  So,  we
have dec ided to  ce lebra te  h im
alongs ide our  ca thedra l ’s
ann iversary  o f  consecreat ion.

The fac t  tha t  many peop le
miss  is  tha t  Chr is t ian i ty  has
been in  Great  Br i ta in  s ince the
Roman occupat ion under
Claud ius .  There were Br i t i sh
Bishops a t  the  Counc i l  o f
Ar les ;  the  here t ic  Pe lag ius
was a  Br i t i sh  pr ies t  w i th  a
wrong v iew about  our  par t  in
our  own sa lva t ion ;  St  A lban
was the f i rs t  Br i t i sh  Chr is t ian
mar ty r :  a l l  p re-date  St
August ine ’s  ar r iva l  in  the s ix th
century  by  two to  th ree
hundred years .

Under  St  August ine,  in f luent ia l
Br i t i sh  k ings become
Chr is t ian ,  and d ia logue beg ins
between the Cel t ic  Chr is t ians ,
who have la rge ly  been
abandoned by  the Roman
Empi re ,  and the Pat r ia rchy o f
the Pope.  I t  i s  a t  the  Synod o f
Whi tby  some f i f ty  years  a f ter
St  August ine that  the  Western
dat ing o f  Easter  is  accepted
by the Eng l ish  Church and
that  monast ic ism is  g iven
greater  cons is tency.  Not  unt i l
the  Norman Conquest  do the
Br i t i sh  Is les  become t ru ly
Roman Catho l ic .

St  August ine is  the  f i rs t
Archb ishop o f  Canterbury ,  and
he can r igh t ly  be thought  o f  as
an Angl ican Catho l ic ,  sent  to
ensure that  the  Ang les  and 






	PARISH NEWS
	FEAST OF CONSECRATION (TRINITY V), 5TH JULY 2026
	St Augustine’s Church, Eastling Road,  Painters Forstal, Kent ME13 0DU
	WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP


	A A word from the Dean
	Feast of Consecration (Trinity V), 5Th July 2026

	Meet the team
	Feast of Consecration (Trinity V), 5Th July 2026
	Page 3

	Your Prayers are asked for:
	Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:
	Our prayers especially for Laurence Mead, who suffered a Heart Attack after Mass last Sunday (7th June), for his wife Margaret and for his continued recovery. Chris Bosworth; Todd, David and their family;  Ann Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb & Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride; Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom; Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Roy Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Sarah Winterburn and family, Gerald Cox, Fr Anthony Chadwick, Lynsey Hunter


