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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, 28  JUNE 2026TH

We are an unusua l  church.  You
only  have to  look a t  the c lergy  to
rea l ise  that !  We are  a lso  unusua l
in  the fac t  that  we cont inue to
observe oc taves.  Admi t ted ly ,  th is
can make prob lems -  wh ich
feasts  get  oc taves,  wh ich don ’ t ,
and what  happens i f  two occur  a t
the same t ime? Wouldn ’ t  i t  be
s impler  i f ,  l i ke  the Modern
Church,  we jus t  d id  away wi th
them and observed on ly  the
feasts  on the i r  days?

We come to  jus t  that  prob lem
wi th  St  John the Bapt is t  whose
Nat iv i ty  on 24  June spawns an
octave which shou ld ,  idea l ly ,  las t
unt i le  1  Ju ly .  But  then on 29
June,  the feast  o f  St  Peter  and
St  Pau l  appears  together  w i th  an
octave.  Fur ther ,  on ly  a  few years
ago,  the feast  o f  Corpus Chr is t i
was la te  which meant  -  you
guessed i t  -  another  oc tave!

t h

s t t h

Resolv ing the prob lem takes some
very  care fu l  ca lcu la t ions which
take in to  cons idera t ion the
comparat ive  impor tance o f  the
feasts .  Whi le  peop le  wi l l  say ,  “do
away wi th  oc taves! ”  they miss  out
on someth ing impor tant  -
someth ing Catho l ic .  

L ike  mix ing co lours ,  when two
feasts  occur  a t  the same t ime,
they produce a  new perspect ive  on
our  worsh ip .  St  John ’s  oc tave
g ives way to  St  Peter  and St
Paul ’s  because as  St  John says,  “ I
must  decrease so that  He may
increase. ”  We don ’ t  fo rget  h is
miss ion and the very  days o f  the
week bear  up h is  humi l i ty .  

God can teach us  wonder fu l  th ings
through the Ka lendar  i tse l f  and
keeping oc taves he lps  us  to  hear
Him bet ter ,  even when th ings get
compl ica ted!  

Donat ions for  Church
Flowers a lways

grateful ly  received.



A A word from the Dean
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We t ry  to  do good but  we fa i l
because we t ry  to  do good
wi thout  God.

Our  Lord  te l ls  us  that  i f  we do
not  judge,  we wi l l  no t  be
judged.  God is  judge indeed
but  he judges to  put  th ings
r ight ,  no t  to  send peop le  to
Hel l .  I f  we t ry  to  take the
judge 's  w ig  f rom God,  then
we wi l l  send ourse lves to  He l l
because we are  worsh ipp ing
our  own r igh t  and wrong,  not
the t rue good that  comes
f rom God.

We see th is  very  much in  our
soc ie ty  a t  the  moment .  There
is  much judgement  and l i t t le
forg iveness.  We can say
someth ing supremely  s tup id
on soc ia l  media  in  our  teens
and,  twenty  years  la ter ,  we
can be re fused a  job  even i f
we have repented o f  o f  our
s tup id i ty  pub l ica l ly .  In  our
a t tempts  to  r igh t  the  wrongs
of  soc ie ty ,  we end up be ing
more judgementa l  than the
soc ie ty  we condemn.  

And Jesus te l ls  us  to  put
mercy  f i rs t .  Before
judgement ,  there  must  be
mercy .  Wi th  judgement  there
must  be forg iveness.
Forg iveness does not  s top
the need to  accept  the
consequences o f  a  bad
act ion ,  but  i t  pu ts  an end to
that  bad ac t ion .

As human be ings,  our  ab i l i t y
to  do good and judge good is
f lawed.  Our  Lord  is  c lear  that ,
fo r  th is  reason,  we need to
cu l t i va te  both  mercy  and
forg iveness.  Th is  w i l l
inev i tab ly  lead to  su f fer ing
for  Ev i l  w i l l  a lways seek to
ensure that  human be ings
judge each o ther  harsh ly  and
wi thout  fu l l  possess ion o f  the
fac ts .  Our  su f fer ing  is  a
consequence o f  the  ev i l  tha t
our  f i rs t  parents  brought  in to
Creat ion.

Th is  makes Mercy  and
Forg iveness unappeal ing
because they potent ia l ly  le t
those who do wrong o f f  the
hook.  Mercy  and Forg iveness
make the poss ib i l i t y  o f  be ing
hur t  g reater  and more
severe.  They are  cost ly  and
agonis ing.

But  we know that !  

We know the cost  o f  Mercy
and Forg iveness.  We see
that  cos t  a l l  a round us  in  our
Church.  We see Our  Sav iour
na i led  to  the cross ,  not  on ly
cry ing out  fo r  our  fo rg iveness
but  a lso  that  we must  dare  to
be l i ke  H im.

Hunan be ings wi l l  c la im that
we can be good wi thout  God.
Th is  is  t rue.  The Athe is t  can
be k inder ,  more lov ing and
more generous than the
Chr is t ian .  But  Goodness is
more than jus t  an ac t ion .
Goodness is  found on ly  in
God.

We can cer ta in ly  t ry  and
exa l t  va l leys  and lay
mounta ins  low but  we wi l l  do
so wi th  bu l ldozers  and
cranes,  and the resu l t  w i l l  be
ug ly .  Ins tead o f  the  ro l l ing
h i l l s  o f  g reen wi l l  be  car
parks  o f  grey .

Far  bet ter  tha t  we learn  to  be
good a t  the  feet  o f  God and
a l low Him to  put  th ings r igh t
than for  us  to  put  th ings
wrong.

St  John the Bapt is t  c r ies  out
that  every  va l ley  sha l l  be
exa l ted,  every  mounta in  and
h i l l  made low,  the crooked
st ra ight  and the rough p laces
p la in .  He 's  not  the  person that
you would  want  to  hear  wh i le
walk ing the g lor ious h i l l s  and
va les  o f  Yorksh i re .  A
landscape is  o f ten more
beaut i fu l  and insp i r ing
because o f  i ts  h i l l s  and
va l leys .  Is  St  John rea l ly
suggest ing that  we take a
bu l ldozer  and road ro l le rs  to
the lo t?

Of  course St  John is  re fer r ing
to  prepar ing the way o f  the
Lord.  There shou ld  be no
obstac le  fo r  anyone to  come
to the Lord  Jesus but  o f ten
there  is .  Of ten there  is
someth ing that  looks
insurmountab le  l i ke  a  vast
mounta in  r idge that  w i l l
p revent  peop le  f rom coming to
God.

Of ten that  mounta in  has been
put  there ,  not  by  God,  but  by
other  peop le  who have moved
i t  ou t  o f  the i r  way to  Jesus.
They have moved i t  ou t  o f
the i r  way and in to  someone
else 's .  In  mak ing the i r  way
st ra ight ,  they have made
someone e lse 's  way crooked.  

Th is  is  a l l  ev idence for  one
s imple  fac t :  human be ings
cannot  t ru ly  put  th ings r igh t .
We wi l l  a lways put  th ings r igh t
in  one p lace,  on ly  fo r  i t  to
cause t roub le  somewhere
e lse.  The reason is  tha t  our
judgement  fo r  what  is  r igh t
has been impai red by  our  fa l l
f rom God.  That  judgement  has
not  been ob l i te ra ted:  we can
st i l l  know what  is  good and
what  isn ' t ,  bu t  our  ab i l i t y  to
put  th ings r igh t  is  deep ly
f lawed.



Hon.  Assistant  Pr iest

Father  Ray Thompson
frraythompson@gmai l .com
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Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret  Mead

June 29 : St Peter and St Paul The feast of St
Peter and St Paul is sufficiently important in
the Church Kalendar to have an octave. The
book of Acts leaves St Peter and St Paul
round about the year 62. It is very likely that
they were both in Rome at the time of the
first persecution around 67 under Nero. St
Paul, being a Roman Citizen would have
been decapitated as was his right, but it is
very reasonable to assume that St Peter, not
being a citizen would have been crucified as
tradition suggests. Nonetheless, the Gospel
they preached is still very much with us. 

th

St Peter and St Paul, pray for us.

Wednesday 1st July
11:45-12:00 Low Mass the Feast of the Precious Blood

Next Sunday 5  Julyth

Our celebration of the Consecration of our Cathedral and
celebrating the 21  birthday of our parish. st

Do please invite people to come along, and let us know so
that we can have numbers.

Ever y Sunday:  11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy  Days :  As Announced)

Assistant  Server
Master  Aiden

Wish

Your paragraph text

N e x t  S u n d a y  i s  o u r  f e a s t  o f
c o n s e c r a t i o n .

1 1 :00 Mass for  the Anniversary of
Dedicat ion with commemorat ion of  St
August ine of  Canterbury .

13 :00 Lunch in  the Fyfe-Graham room

14:30 Benedict ion with the B lessed
Sacrament  

ha



Our prayers especially for Laurence Mead, for his wife Margaret and for his continued recovery. Diane
Smith, Chris Bosworth; Todd, David and their family;  Ann Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr
Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb & Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras;
Robert McBride; Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr
Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom; Carolyn Marriott;
Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dr Roy Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Sarah Winterburn and family, Gerald Cox, Fr
Anthony Chadwick, Lynsey Hunter

We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen Beasley,  Nicola
Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra
Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or
paper copies. 

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and villages,
the growth of our Church Family.
For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the Middle East and China.
For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine and Russia and
throughout the World. 
For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime. 
For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Diocese of Kenya, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev John Kamande Ndegwa;
All ACC organists, musicians, choirs and cantors; especially for Matthew and Paul here with us.
The International Red Cross, disaster relief and humanitarian organisations.

And we remember the recently departed Dulcie Fidge, Dom Francis Hutchison OSB
and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially: 

Lee Rigby, Joan Baxter, 
+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord 

R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

Y o u r  P r a y e r s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r :
Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know times
are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to encourage those who
are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do so. 

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  f i n a n c i a l l y

The information you require is below:
Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

    Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168
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