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SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION, 17  MAY 2026TH

For  th is  Sunday and the two
fo l lowing Sundays,  we wi l l  be
ce lebra t ing High Mass ra ther
than our  usua l  Sung Mass.  One
reason for  th is  is  that  these are
three impor tant  Sundays:  Sunday
af ter  Ascens ion,  Whi tsunday and
Tr in i ty  Sunday.  You wi l l  have
seen that  we a lways have a  High
Mass for  our  D iocesan Synod
and not ice  that  there  are  a  few
di f fe rences f rom our  usua l
Sunday Mass.  

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  there  are  three
sacred min is ters ,  i .e .  a
ce lebrant ,  a  deacon and a
subdeacon and these move
around the sanctuary  in
par t icu lar  ways and per form
par t icu lar  funct ions.  

You wi l l  be  most  fami l ia r  w i th  the
ce lebrant  who is  the pr ies t  who
of fers  the sacr i f i ce  o f  the Mass
and a t  whose hands the Body
and B lood o f  Chr is t  a re
consecra ted.  Th is  is  what  every
pr ies t  does when they say Mass.

What  is  qu i te  not iceab le  is  that
there  is  a  deacon who is  the f i rs t
ass is tant  to  the ce lebrant .  In  Old  
Eng l ish  the deacon was ca l led  the
Gospel le r  so  to  d is t ingu ish the
l i tu rg ica l  ro le  f rom the o f f ice  o f
Deacon in  the Church.  The
deacon usua l ly  s tays  wi th  the
ce lebrant  as  an ass is tant  except
to  read the Gospel .

The deacon has an ass is tant
ca l led  the subdeacon or  Ep is to ler
whose dut ies  invo lve main ly
br ing ing th ings to  the a l ta r .  H is
main  dut ies  are  read ing the
ep is t le  and add ing the b lessed
water  to  the cha l ice  a t  the
of fer tory .  He spends much o f  the
canon o f  the Mass s tand ing
behind the ce lebrant  ho ld ing the
paten under  a  humera l  ve i l ,  wh ich
symbol ises  the mystery  o f  the
Last  Supper  before  the ve i l  i s
taken away when we remember
Our  Lord ’s  c ruc i f i x ion  a t  the
break ing o f  the  bread.  Donat ions for  Church

Flowers a lways
grateful ly  received.
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fo r  the  end,  we ought  to  be
prepar ing for  our  fa i th  to  be
tes ted by  our  l i v ing  in  th is
wor ld .  Our  fa i th  is  tes ted by
the suf fer ing  induced by
l iv ing  in  a  wor ld  that  has
become host i le  to  God.  Our
Lord  says that  th is  w i l l
invo lve  persecut ion.  

Cer ta in ly  th is  means the
phys ica l  persecut ion that  the
Church has seen under  the
Emperors  D ioc le t ian  and
Dec ius ,  but  there  is  a lso
sp i r i tua l  persecut ion that
comes f rom other  peop le ,
even Soc ie ty  i tse l f ,  and f rom
the Dev i l .

In  Af r ica  and As ia ,  there  is
gross phys ica l  persecut ion
and we cannot  fo rget  our
bro thers  and s is ters  be ing
tor tured and k i l led  for  the
Fai th .  In  the West ,  we have a
d i f fe rent  type o f  persecut ion -
th is  is  very  much an a t tack  on
our  sp i r i ts .  We are
encouraged to  drop our  Fa i th ,
or  re lax  our  s tandards,  or
accept  tha t  wh ich is  immora l .
We are  encouraged to  rece ive
the super f ic ia l  express ion o f
be ing v i r tuous in  exchange
for  the  s t rugg le  to  be v i r tuous
in  our  hear ts .  We are  be ing
to ld  to  shut  up because we
of fend o thers  jus t  by  te l l ing
the t ru th ,  and that  our  love,
th is  t rue and wonder fu l  l i fe -
a f f i rming Holy  Love that  is
God,  is  rea l ly  hate-speech
and the den ia l  o f  the
ind iv idua l 's  r igh t  to  cont ro l
what  o ther  peop le  th ink .

Th is  is  persecut ion
nonethe less  and we must  be
sober .  Th is  means we must
not  a l low our  sp i r i tua l  senses
to  be f i l led  by  be ing drunk in
the sp i r i ts  o f  th is  wor ld .  We
must  s tand f i rm us ing
subt le ty ,  generous i ty  and that
love which is  not  a  s imple
fee l ing  o f  "n iceness"  but  tha t
th ing that  underp ins  a l l  o f  

ex is tence.  I f  we th ink  o f  love
as jus t  a  fee l ing  then we are
drunk on the wor ld ly  sp i r i t  o f
decept ion and are  no longer
sober .

We are  to  show t rue love in
our  l i ves ,  but  we do so by
look ing up to  God Who is
per fec t  love.  Whi le  the wor ld
may demand that  we accept
a  lesser  love,  human be ings
need the rea l  love.  We must
a lways be char i tab le  and
th ink  the best  o f  each
ind iv idua l ,  knowing that  they
are  suf fer ing  the same
anx ie t ies  and f rus t ra t ions
that  we do.

We must  remember  that
peop le  o f ten get  th ings
wrong,  not  by  mal ice  and
ev i l ,  bu t  th rough sheer
human f ra i l ty  -  the  same
fra i l ty  tha t  we suf fer  f rom
ourse lves.  Be ing mindfu l  tha t
peop le  need to  be cut  a  b i t
o f  s lack  for  the i r  ac t ions wi l l
he lp  us  to  reach them as
they are  so that  we can seek
how to  he lp  them f ind  the i r
per fec t ion  in  God.  Remind ing
people  o f  the i r  e terna l  fa tes ,
as  some Chr is t ians  do,  is  not
he lp fu l ,  espec ia l ly  s ince we
do not  know what  the i r
e terna l  fa te  w i l l  be .

We are  not  to  look  for  the
end but  be sober ,  p rayer fu l
and char i tab le .  That  end wi l l
come soon enough and not  in
the way we expect .  

So what  are  you wai t ing  for?

So what  now?

The Lord  ascends in to  Heaven
and then there  is  th is  pause
as the d isc ip les  wai t  fo r
someth ing to  happen.

Af ter  s tand ing around and
being to ld  by  the ange ls  about
the Second Coming o f  the
Lord,  the  d isc ip les  do the on ly
th ing that  they can:  they go
home to  the i r  common room
and s tay  together .

They ' re  lucky .  They know what
they are  wai t ing  for .

What  are  you wai t ing  for?

St  Peter  reminds us  that  the
end o f  the  wor ld  is  n igh.  I t ' s  a
b i t  r i ch  o f  h im because,  two
thousand years  la ter ,  we are
s t i l l  wa i t ing  for  the  end.  There
are  lo ts  o f  e labora te  theor ies  -
pre-mi l lenn ia l ism,  post -mi l l -
enn ia l ism,  even some very
spur ious theor ies  l i ke  The
Rapture .  So much ink  has
been sp i l led  t ry ing to  pred ic t
or  to  determine when the end
wi l l  happen.

But ,  a f te r  te l l ing  us  that  the
end is  near ,  S t  Peter  te l ls  us
what  we shou ld  be do ing.  We
are to  be sober ,  p rayer fu l ,  and
char i tab le .  Nowhere does he
say that  we need to  be
obsess ing about  the end.
Indeed St  Peter  is  mindfu l  tha t
the Lord  has to ld  h im that  no-
one -  not  even the Son -
knows when the end wi l l
happen.

For  St  Peter ,  i t ' s  not  when or
how the end happens,  i t  i s
that  i t  happens.  We are  to
prepare to  meet  Chr is t  a t  any
moment  and that  means l i v ing
the fa i th .  

Indeed,  ra ther  than prepar ing 
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Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret  Mead

May 17 : St Paschal Baylon (1540-1592) St
Paschal was born to a poor family in Spain.
He worked as a shepherd for the first part of
his life and learned to read by asking for
help to read the Little Hours of prayer. He
was received into the Reformed Franciscan
Order but declined to be ordained priest. He
spent most of his day in contemplation and
silence, but also received ecstatic visions. He
was devoted to the adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament and defended the doctrine of the
Real Presence and narrowly escaped
assassination.   St Paschal, pray for us.

th

Sunday 24  May (Whitsunday)th

This Sunday and the following Sunday, we intend to
celebrate High Mass in honour of the special Sundays.

Wednesday 27  May th

12:00 Low Mass

Thursday 4  June th

12:00 Low Mass of Corpus Christi

Ever y Sunday:  11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy  Days :  As Announced)

Assistant  Server
Master  Aiden

Wish

Your paragraph text

As usual ,  we celebrated the feast  of  the
Ascension on Thursday.  Where possible ,
our  par ish always t r ies  to observe feasts
on the day they occur  rather  than
transferr ing them to the next  Sunday
unl ike other  churches.  This  is  so that  we
can consecrate the weekdays to Chr ist ,
not  just  weekends.



Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Todd, David and their family;  Ann Chapman; Margaret
Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb & Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don
and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride; Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna,
Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom;
Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dulcie Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Archbishop Mark; Sarah Winterburn
and family, Gerald Cox, Fr Anthony Chadwick, Lynsey Hunter

We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen Beasley,  Nicola
Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra
Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or
paper copies. 

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and villages,
the growth of our Church Family.
For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the Middle East and China.
For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine and Russia and
throughout the World. 
For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime. 
For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

The Province of Southern Africa - Archbishop - the Most Rev Dominic Mdunyelwa;
For Lay Readers, deaconesses and other lay Ministries in the Church of God; For all altar servers and
acolytes;
Atheists, and others who do not believe. Those that hate us.

And we remember the recently departed 
Karl Flood

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially: 
Phyllis Thompson, James Neal, David Bent, Annella Martin. 

+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord 
R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

Y o u r  P r a y e r s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r :
Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know times
are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to encourage those who
are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do so. 

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  f i n a n c i a l l y

The information you require is below:
Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

    Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168
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