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St Augustine’s Church, Eastling Road,

WELCOME
TO OUR WORSHIP

Today’s Propers (including

the Readings) can be
found on page 540 of the
Book of Common Prayer.
Our Mass will begin with
the Vidi Aquam on p37 of

your Mass booklets.

HYMNS
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416
468

After the last hymn, our
service will conclude with
the Regina Caeli facing
Our Lady’s altar. Tea &
Coffee as usual are
provided in the Fyfe-
Graham Parish Room.

&% 4. Donations for Church
Flowers always
gratefully received.

Painters
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ANTE-
No. Ante-Harvest, not Anti-
Harvest. “Ante” here means

“before” and before there can be
a harvest, there must be the
sewing of seed. And before there
is the sowing of seed, there
ought to be some prayer for
God’s blessing upon the harvest.

Rogation Sunday and the three
following Rogation Days are a
special time in which we ask God
for His blessing on our lives and
projects for the coming year so
that they may bear good fruit.

In times gone by, the parish used
to beat the parochial boundary in

prayer. This practice also used
to familiarise the priest and the
people of the area in the
Church’s care. This is still

practised today in some places,
though we would have a bit of a
trot trying even to locate the
bounds our cathedral parish! But
then, poor Fr Andrew in
Rochester would have even
bigger bounds to beat!

Forstal, Kent ME13 ODU

ARVEST
Also still practised by traditional
Clergy today is the reciting of the
Great Litany on each of the three
Rogation Days which precede
Ascension Day. The Great Litany
includes prayers for the whole
church and asks the prayers of
the saints in Heaven. A shorter
version of this Litany can be
found on p310 of the Book of
Common Prayer that you can find
in your pews. If you would like to
pray a fuller version, please ask

the Dean who will be happy to
share the Litany from the
Benedictine Office.

However you approach the
Rogation Days, it is good to
remember the reasons for doing
so. We recognise our need for

God to bless our labour. We also
need to remember that God the
Father will not give us stones or
scorpions when we ask for His
sustenance. It is His pleasure to
give us good things even if we
can’t always see them. However,
His greatest gift to us is Himself.

For more irxformation, visit www.staugustineacc.uk



( A word from the Dean
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Does He really mean it? Can
we really ask anything of the
Father in Jesus' Name and it
will be given to us?

There are people who really
believe that you can ask God
for whatever you want: as long
as you add the words, "in
Jesus' Name" to your prayer,
you will get it! A fast car, a
big house, smart suits, et c. In
fact, they also say that if you
don't get what you want then
it's a sign that you don't have
enough faith in God.

They are wrong.

As we listen to Our Lord in the

garden on the night He is
betrayed, we hear Him ask
God to take the cup of
suffering from Him. That's
what Jesus wants. And God
says, "No!"

There are some who say that
this is evidence of a cruel
God, of a weak Jesus and of
the complete foolishness of
the Christian Faith.

But listen again.

Jesus prays if it is possible
that the cup would pass from
Him, yet not what He wills but
what His Father wills. He
knows that He must suffer on
the Cross: any human being of
healthy mind would follow his
instincts and run to preserve
his life.

But it is not possible for the
cup to pass from Him. Yet
rather than follow His human
instincts, the Lord bends His
will to obey His Father. It is
His humanity that moves to fit
the truth. The Son does not
bend truth to fit His own will.

And this is how we pray in the

Name of Jesus. We pray the
truth.

We bring to God the things
that we think we need and,
having prayed fervently for
them, we sacrifice them to His
will. In doing so, we are
admitting three things.

We admit that we are utterly
dependent on God for His
goodness. We admit that we
do not know enough about
ourselves or each other to
pray for the right thing. We
admit that we trust God to
give us what we need for our
good even when He gives us
precisely what we are praying
against.

To pray in the Name of Jesus
is to sacrifice our will to His.
Remember: to sacrifice means
to make holy, to set apart for
God. The more we make this
sacrifice, the more we align
ourselves to God and the
deeper our prayers become.

Sacrifice means the pain of
separation. If there were no
pain then what we are giving
in sacrifice cannot be worth
much to us, nor can loving
God.

We can pray for a loved one
to recover from cancer, and
pray with tears and wailing.
But when she dies and our

prayers seem unanswered
then we remember that we
sacrifice our tears, our

sorrow, our grief and anger.
We give our loved one back to
God. And God Who weeps
over the death of Lazarus
takes her into Him. Her death
is made holy. Our grief is
sanctified. Our love grows.

Prayer is about fostering our

connections with God. In our
prayer, we seek like-
mindedness SO that our
thoughts are shaped and
conformed with the way that
Our Lord thinks. This like-
mindedness is not an

intellectual exercise. It is

)

something that reinforces our
relationship with Christ as
individuals and as a Church.
To pray in the Name of Jesus
is an act of humility for both
us and God whereby our
inmost desires are laid bear
and purified with our love for
God and His love for us.

It is in this like-mindedness
that we receive the grace of
the sacraments which bind
us body and soul to God.
What we ask for in our
prayers is for an end to that
separation with God which is
the root cause of all our
suffering.

Of course, while the Devil’s
temptation of Adam and Eve
is the cause of our
separation from God into
which we are born. Our sins
continue that separation and
this is why there is so much
sorrow and longing in the
World. What we really want,
and truly pray for, is reunion
with our Creator.

Our prayers are valuable to
God. They express our needs
and desires so we need to
make sure they are worth the
sacrifice. They express
ourselves to God. But this is
a two-way street. If we
expect God to hear us then
we must be prepared to
listen and obey. He has
made sacrifices for us, after
all.
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Every Sunday: 11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy Days : As Announced)

Feast of the week

May 12*: Ss Nereus, Achilleus, Domitilla and
Pancras These saints are mentioned in the
records from the 4™ and 5" centuries and they
are very early martyrs. Nereus and Achilleus were
eunuchs in the household of the lady Flavia
Domitilla, a niece of the Emperor Domitian. They
were exiled from Rome and met their end in the
following persecution. St Pancras (after whom
the station is named) was a boy whose
martyrdom has been linked by the Early Church
with the others for a long time. Ss Nereus,
Achilleus, Domitilla and Pancras, pray for us!

Dates for your diary:

Wednesday 13" May
No Low Mass

Thursday 14" May
12:00 Low Mass of Ascension Day

Sunday 17" May
This Sunday and the two following Sundays, we intend to
celebrate High Mass in honour of the special Sundays.

Wednesday 20" May

12:00 Low Mass Synod in which we renewed the Diocese’'s

dedication to Our Lady of Walsingham. It was
lovely to see old friends and new and your
participation made such a great difference to
us. Being a traditional church doesn’t mean
always looking back to the past but rather
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The Dean Hon. Assistant Priest The Bishop Parish Secretary

Father Jonathan Munn Father Ray Thompson Bishop Damien Mead Ms Nikki Thompson
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Your Prayers are asked for:

Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Todd, David and their family; Ann Chapman; Margaret
Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb & Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don
and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride; Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna,
Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom;
Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dulcie Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Archbishop Mark; Sarah Winterburn
and family, Gerald Cox, Fr Anthony Chadwick, Lynsey Hunter

We continue to pray for HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen Beasley, Nicola
Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra
Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer.

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or
paper copies.

. For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and villages,
the growth of our Church Family.

. For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the Middle East and China.

. For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine and Russia and
throughout the World.

. For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime.

. For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
. Diocese of Aweil, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Wilson Garang;

. For ACC Churchwardens, parish councils. All ACC flower arrangers and church cleaners;
. Farmers, fishermen and all involved in food production and distribution.

And we remember the recently departed
Each of you should give { Karl Flood
what you have decided in your heart to give,

not reluctantly or under compuision, and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially:
for God loves a chice LI, Steve Wood, Audrey Brown, Cathy Bosworth,

2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV

S\ + Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord
RIs: And let light perpetual shine upon them

o Supporting the Church financially

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know times
are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to encourage those who
are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do so.

The information you require is below:
Donate Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398 Sort Code: 30-90-28
B visa [Visa @D)ems

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

—
Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168
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