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St Augustine’s Church, Eastling Road,

WELCOME
TO OUR WORSHIP

Today’s Propers (including

the Readings) can be
found on page 538 of the
Book of Common Prayer.
Our Mass will begin with
the Vidi Aquam on p37 of

your Mass booklets.

HYMNS
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After the last hymn, our
service will conclude with
our Healing Service and
the Regina Caeli facing
Our Lady’s altar. Tea &
Coffee as usual are
provided in the Fyfe-
Graham Parish Room.

&% 4. Donations for Church
Flowers always
gratefully received.

Painters Forstal, Kent ME13 ODU .

SINGING NEW SONGS

Today’s Mass invites us to sing a
new song to God. This begs the
question, what should our new
song sound like.

When it comes to hymns and
spiritual songs, we often run into
the fact that there is a little
difficulty of taste. When it comes
to music, we hear, “each to his
own” and that’s fine. Each one of
us has a different musical taste
which is part of our character.
Music is unique in the way that it
can stir up different emotions
within us. We all know songs that
make us happy, can bring us to
tears or make us explode with
joy! That’s part of God’s gift of
musicality to us.

Of course, singing is not
everyone’'s cup of tea and
perhaps we feel embarrassed
when we have to open our
mouths to sing. Fortunately, our
parish has two excellent

organists and cantors and they
encourage us to sing, no matter

how badly we believe ourselves to
be at singing.

Of course, we must remember
that it isn’t for ourselves that we
sing. We sing a new song to God
and to Him we address our song.
This is why we have to make our
music as excellent as we can,
even if we believe God hasn’t
blessed us musically. If God
hears a voice lifted up to Him in
song, then whatever anyone else
thinks simply doesn’t matter.

What we sing is important too.
Our songs must be immersed in
the Catholic Faith, so that we
don’t sing anything that isn’t true.
This is why the old hymns are the
best, because they have been
tried and tested by the Church.

But aren’t we supposed to sing
new songs? Well yes. What's so
new about a hymn that s
centuries old? You are! You are
what’'s new and it is your unique
voice that brings new from old.

For more information, visit www.staugustineacc.uk



( A word from the Dean
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What does it mean be
tempted? How do you
understand what Temptation
is?

to

There is a gqift for you, all
wrapped up in shiny paper and
string. It sits on your table
looking full of promise. And
there is the label, "Open Me!"

Who's the present from?

Does it say?

You know full well that
someone who loves you will
have given you something

thoughtful. You know full well
that someone who hates you
will have given you a very
nasty surprise. And there is
someone who hates you. He
hates you because he hates
God.

That present could be
something that looks perfectly
fine, but only Ilater will it

reveal its curse.
Do you?

Well, of course you do. It's a
gift for you. It has your name
on it. It contains precisely
what you've ever wanted. But
wait! Just before you start
undoing the string, what do
you need to do?

Each thought we have is a
present. If we want to open
that present, if we want to let
that thought into our hearts
and minds, then we need to
check who it's from first.

God is the Father of lights. He
is the source of all being, of
all that is. He does not
change. He does not vary His
opinions or change His mind.
What is good stays good.
What is evil stays evil.

This is important. We cannot
say with regard to good, "that
was then but this is now."
The whole point of temptation
is that it tells us that what
was evil is now good and
what was good is now evil.

"Ah!" says the present, "what
about slavery. Slavery used
to be good and now it's evil!"

No. Read the Bible. Listen to
God. See how servants,
bondsmen and handmaidens
had rights with God - they
weren't slaves. See how they
were given stability and care.
See how they were released
from any debt. See how
Onesimus and Philemon were
reconciled as servants of
each other.

Slavery has never been good.
What changes are the
meanings of words. The Devil
uses words carefully to wrap
up his lies and convince us
that God has changed good
and evil. It is with words that
the Devil wraps wup his
presents for us.

When we pray, "lead us not
into temptation" we can be
sure that God will not tempt
us to sin, but we have to
recognise that we can be
tempted and, further, tempted
beyond our ability. Each one
of us can fall. Each one of us
can open that present even
though we know we are not
supposed to. When we pray,
"lead us not into temptation”
we pray that God would keep
us away from those great
temptations where we will fall
away from Him.

The Cross of Christ
protection and, this Sunday,
we commemorate the
rediscovery of this Holy Cross
which has encouraged the
faith of so many people,
despite being an instrument
of o torturous and shameful

is our
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death. When we fall, we look
to that Cross and we find
forgiveness and truth. In the
Cross of Christ our sins die
and we emerge from the
tomb at one with Christ.

The present that God gives
comes wrapped in the truth,
even when that truth hurts us
deeply. It may not be an
appealing present but it is
much more wonderful than
the cheap baubles with which
the devil draws us to Hell.

As far as we can, we must
check every thought that
comes into our head and see
if it comes from God. Every
thought!? Well, quite frankly
yes! It requires a lot of
practice and a lot of patience
but in cleansing our minds
we draw closer to Christ.

And it is very, very difficult
to rid our minds of tempting
and terrible thoughts. We will
fail and it will hurt - such is
the cross that we must bear
for Christ. But, when we fail,
we can try again. The more

we do, the more we resist
the Devil and he will flee
from us.

We may not be able to stop
evil thoughts entering our
heads, but we are able to
stop indulging those wicked
thoughts even if they are
nice and comfortable.

Have you that
present yet?

opened
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Every Sunday: 11am

Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy Days :

Sung Mass

As Announced)

Fas f the week

May 9'": St Gregory Nazianzen (c329-390) St
Gregory is known as one of the Cappadocian
Fathers with his friends, St Basil and St Gregory of
Nyssa. He was born in Arianzus and studied in
Athens with St Basil. He was ordained priest in 361
and showed a clear aptitude for holy scholarship.
battling to preserve the Catholic Faith. He was
elected to be the Archbishop of Constantinople in
380 but took the post reluctantly and, thoroughly
worn out by the First Council of Constantinople,
retired shortly after. St Gregory, pray for us!

Dates for your diary:

Wednesday 6" May
12:00 Low Mass
Second session of our study group.
Please email the Dean if you would like to be included.

Saturday 9" May, Diocesan Synod
The Diocesan Synod will be held here on 9™ May. The Mass will be
at llam followed by refreshments before the usual business
meeting. The Bishop will be confirming our Diocese’s dedication
to Our Lady of Walsingham.

Thursday 14" May
12:00 Low Mass of Ascension Day
There will be no Mass on Wednesday 13th.

c -'. ';;z

On Saturday, we rededicate our Diocese to Our
Lady of Walsingham. This isn’t to say that we
ever lost our dedication, but rather a long time
has past since our original dedication and our
Diocese has changed much in that time. This
dedication is a wonderful opportunity for us to
invite Our Lady, once again, to stand with us
and assist us as we seek to worship her son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ in our duty of love for Him.

Z%@@é the team

Hon. Assistant Priest

The Dean

Father Jonathan Munn
jmunn@anglicancatholic.org
07596 638248

Father Ray Thompson
frraythompson@gmail.com

07443 438465

Treasurer
Mrs Kerry Scott

Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

-

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret Mead

The Bishop

Bishop Damien Mead
dmead@anglicancatholic.org

07944 811143

Parish Secretary
Ms Nikki Thompson

Assistant Server
Master Aiden

Safeguarding Officer &
Head Server
Dr Roy Hipkiss
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Your Prayers are asked for:

Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Todd, David and their family; Ann
Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb &
Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride;
Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr
Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom;
Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dulcie Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Archbishop Mark;
Sarah Winterburn and family, Gerald Cox, Fr Anthony Chadwick, Lynsey Hunter

We continue to pray for HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen
Beasley, Nicola Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph
Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer.

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and
all who receive email or paper copies.

« For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding
countryside and villages, the growth of our Church Family.

- For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the
Middle East and China.

« For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine
and Russia and throughout the World.

« For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime.

- For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our
safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

- Diocese of Cameroon, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Alphonse Ndutiye;

« The Victoria College of Music and the Diocesan Ministry Training Programme, Prof
Stewart Thompson (Principal);

- The beauty of the earth, a fairer distribution of the world’s resources and for the
animal kingdom and natural world.

EEHYE diteulel give i - For the success of our Synod this week and God’s blessings for the future of this
what you have decided in your heart to give, .
not reluctantly or under compulsion, Diocese.
for God loves a cheerful giver. And we remember the recently departed
2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV Karl Flood

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially:
James Neal, Steve Wood, David Bent,Cathy Bosworth

+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord
RIs: And let light perpetual shine upon them

| Supporting the Church financially

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know
times are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to
encourage those who are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do
so.

The information you require is below:
Donate Y Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
— Account Number: 03179398 Sort Code: 30-90-28

R ] visa [VISA @)

“* Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168
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