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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER, 3  MAY 2026RD

Today ’s  Mass inv i tes  us  to  s ing a
new song to  God.  Th is  begs the
quest ion,  what  shou ld  our  new
song sound l i ke .

When i t  comes to  hymns and
sp i r i tua l  songs,  we o f ten run in to
the fac t  that  there  is  a  l i t t le
d i f f i cu l ty  o f  tas te .  When i t  comes
to  mus ic ,  we hear ,  “each to  h is
own”  and that ’s  f ine .  Each one o f
us  has a  d i f fe rent  mus ica l  tas te
which is  par t  o f  our  character .
Mus ic  is  un ique in  the way that  i t
can s t i r  up  d i f fe rent  emot ions
wi th in  us .  We a l l  know songs that
make us happy,  can br ing us  to
tears  or  make us  exp lode wi th
joy !  That ’s  par t  o f  God’s  g i f t  o f
mus ica l i ty  to  us .

Of  course,  s ing ing is  not
everyone ’s  cup o f  tea and
perhaps we fee l  embarrassed
when we have to  open our
mouths to  s ing.  For tunate ly ,  our
par ish  has two exce l len t
organ is ts  and cantors  and they
encourage us  to  s ing,  no mat ter

how bad ly  we be l ieve ourse lves to
be a t  s ing ing.

Of  course,  we must  remember
that  i t  i sn ’ t  fo r  ourse lves that  we
s ing.  We s ing a  new song to  God
and to  H im we address our  song.
Th is  is  why we have to  make our
mus ic  as  exce l len t  as  we can,
even i f  we be l ieve God hasn ’ t
b lessed us  mus ica l ly .  I f  God
hears  a  vo ice  l i f ted  up to  H im in
song,  then whatever  anyone e lse
th inks  s imply  doesn ’ t  mat ter .  

What  we s ing is  impor tant  too.
Our  songs must  be immersed in
the Catho l ic  Fa i th ,  so  that  we
don’ t  s ing anyth ing that  isn ’ t  t rue.
Th is  is  why the o ld  hymns are  the
best ,  because they have been
t r ied  and tes ted by  the Church.  

But  aren ’ t  we supposed to  s ing
new songs? Wel l  yes .  What ’s  so
new about  a  hymn that  is
centur ies  o ld?  You are !  You are
what ’s  new and i t  i s  your  un ique
vo ice that  br ings new f rom o ld .

Donat ions for  Church
Flowers a lways

grateful ly  received.
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This  is  impor tant .  We cannot
say wi th  regard  to  good,  " that
was then but  th is  is  now."
The whole  po in t  o f  temptat ion
is  that  i t  te l l s  us  that  what
was ev i l  i s  now good and
what  was good is  now ev i l .

"Ah! "  says the present ,  "what
about  s lavery .  S lavery  used
to  be good and now i t ' s  ev i l ! "

No.  Read the B ib le .  L is ten to
God.  See how servants ,
bondsmen and handmaidens
had r igh ts  w i th  God -  they
weren ' t  s laves.  See how they
were g iven s tab i l i t y  and care .
See how they were re leased
f rom any debt .  See how
Ones imus and Ph i lemon were
reconc i led  as  servants  o f
each o ther .

S lavery  has never  been good.
What  changes are  the
meanings o f  words.  The Dev i l
uses words care fu l ly  to  wrap
up h is  l ies  and conv ince us
that  God has changed good
and ev i l .  I t  i s  w i th  words that
the Dev i l  wraps up h is
presents  fo r  us .

When we pray ,  " lead us  not
in to  temptat ion"  we can be
sure  that  God wi l l  no t  tempt
us to  s in ,  but  we have to
recogn ise that  we can be
tempted and,  fu r ther ,  tempted
beyond our  ab i l i t y .  Each one
of  us  can fa l l .  Each one o f  us
can open that  present  even
though we know we are  not
supposed to .  When we pray ,
" lead us  not  in to  temptat ion"
we pray  that  God would  keep
us away f rom those great
temptat ions where we wi l l  fa l l
away f rom Him.

The Cross o f  Chr is t  i s  our
pro tec t ion and,  th is  Sunday,
we commemorate  the  
red iscovery  o f  th is  Ho ly  Cross
which has encouraged the
fa i th  o f  so  many peop le ,
desp i te  be ing an ins t rument
of  o  tor turous and shamefu l   

death .  When we fa l l ,  we look
to  that  Cross and we f ind
forg iveness and t ru th .  In  the
Cross o f  Chr is t  our  s ins  d ie
and we emerge f rom the
tomb at  one wi th  Chr is t .

The present  tha t  God g ives
comes wrapped in  the t ru th ,
even when that  t ru th  hur ts  us
deeply .  I t  may not  be an
appeal ing  present  but  i t  i s
much more wonder fu l  than
the cheap baub les  wi th  wh ich
the dev i l  d raws us  to  He l l .

As  far  as  we can,  we must
check every  thought  that
comes in to  our  head and see
i f  i t  comes f rom God.  Every
thought !?  Wel l ,  qu i te  f rank ly
yes!  I t  requ i res  a  lo t  o f
prac t ice  and a  lo t  o f  pat ience
but  in  c leans ing our  minds
we draw c loser  to  Chr is t .  

And i t  i s  very ,  very  d i f f i cu l t
to  r id  our  minds o f  tempt ing
and ter r ib le  thoughts .  We wi l l
fa i l  and i t  w i l l  hur t  -  such is   
the  cross  that  we must  bear
for  Chr is t .  But ,  when we fa i l ,
we can t ry  aga in .  The more
we do,  the  more we res is t
the Dev i l  and he wi l l  f lee
f rom us.

We may not  be ab le  to  s top
ev i l  thoughts  enter ing our
heads,  but  we are  ab le  to
s top indu lg ing those wicked
thoughts  even i f  they  are
n ice and comfor tab le .  

Have you opened that
present  ye t?

What  does i t  mean to  be
tempted? How do you
unders tand what  Temptat ion
is?

There is  a  g i f t  fo r  you,  a l l
wrapped up in  sh iny  paper  and
st r ing .  I t  s i ts  on your  tab le
look ing fu l l  o f  p romise.  And
there  is  the  labe l ,  "Open Me!"

Who's  the present  f rom?

Does i t  say?

You know fu l l  we l l  tha t
someone who loves you wi l l
have g iven you someth ing
thought fu l .  You know fu l l  we l l
tha t  someone who hates  you
wi l l  have g iven you a  very
nasty  surpr ise .  And there  is
someone who hates  you.  He
hates  you because he hates
God.

That  present  cou ld  be
someth ing that  looks per fec t ly
f ine ,  but  on ly  la ter  w i l l  i t
revea l  i ts  curse.

Do you?

Wel l ,  o f  course you do.  I t ' s  a
g i f t  fo r  you.  I t  has  your  name
on i t .  I t  conta ins  prec ise ly
what  you 've  ever  wanted.  But
wai t !  Jus t  before  you s tar t
undo ing the s t r ing ,  what  do
you need to  do?

Each thought  we have is  a
present .  I f  we want  to  open
that  present ,  i f  we want  to  le t
that  thought  in to  our  hear ts
and minds,  then we need to
check who i t ' s  f rom f i rs t .

God is  the  Father  o f  l igh ts .  He
is  the source o f  a l l  be ing,  o f
a l l  tha t  is .  He does not
change.  He does not  vary  H is
op in ions or  change His  mind.
What  is  good s tays  good.
What  is  ev i l  s tays  ev i l .  



Hon.  Assistant  Pr iest

Father  Ray Thompson
frraythompson@gmai l .com

07443 438465
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The Bishop
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dmead@angl icancathol ic .org

 07944 811143

Feast of the week

The Dean
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Dates for your diary:
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Head Server

Dr Roy Hipkiss
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Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret  Mead

May 9 : St Gregory Nazianzen  (c329-390) St
Gregory is known as one of the Cappadocian
Fathers with his friends, St Basil and St Gregory of
Nyssa.  He was born in Arianzus and studied in
Athens with St Basil. He was ordained priest in 361
and showed a clear aptitude for holy scholarship.
battling to preserve the Catholic Faith. He was
elected to be the Archbishop of Constantinople in
380 but took the post reluctantly and, thoroughly
worn out by the First Council of Constantinople,
retired shortly after.   St Gregory, pray for us!

th

Wednesday 6  May th

12:00 Low Mass
Second session of our study group.

Please email the Dean if you would like to be included.

Saturday 9  May, Diocesan Synodth

The Diocesan Synod will be held here on 9  May. The Mass will be
at 11am followed by refreshments before the usual business

meeting. The Bishop will be confirming our Diocese’s dedication
to Our Lady of Walsingham.

th

Thursday 14  Mayth

12:00 Low Mass of Ascension Day
There will be no Mass on Wednesday 13th.

Ever y Sunday:  11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy  Days :  As Announced)

Assistant  Server
Master  Aiden

Wish

Your paragraph text

On Saturday,  we rededicate our  Diocese to Our
Lady of  Wals ingham. This  isn ’ t  to  say that  we
ever  lost  our  dedicat ion ,  but  rather  a long t ime
has past  s ince our  or ig inal  dedicat ion and our
Diocese has changed much in  that  t ime.  This
dedicat ion is  a wonderful  opportunity  for  us to
invi te  Our  Lady,  once again ,  to  stand with us
and assist  us  as we seek to worship her  son,  Our
Lord Jesus Chr ist  in  our  duty of  love for  H im.



Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Todd, David and their family;  Ann
Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb &
Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride;
Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr
Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom;
Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dulcie Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Archbishop Mark;
Sarah Winterburn and family, Gerald Cox, Fr Anthony Chadwick, Lynsey Hunter

We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen
Beasley,  Nicola Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph
Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and
all who receive email or paper copies. 

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding
countryside and villages, the growth of our Church Family.
For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the
Middle East and China.
For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine
and Russia and throughout the World. 
For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime. 
For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our
safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Diocese of Cameroon, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Alphonse Ndutiye;
The Victoria College of Music and the Diocesan Ministry Training Programme, Prof
Stewart Thompson (Principal);
The beauty of the earth, a fairer distribution of the world’s resources and for the
animal kingdom and natural world. 
For the success of our Synod this week and God’s blessings for the future of this
Diocese.

And we remember the recently departed 
Karl Flood

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially: 
James Neal, Steve Wood, David Bent,Cathy Bosworth

+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord 
R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

Y o u r  P r a y e r s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r :
Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know
times are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to
encourage those who are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do
so. 

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  f i n a n c i a l l y

The information you require is below:
Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

    Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168
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