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T o d a y ’ s  P r o p e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g

t h e  R e a d i n g s )  c a n  b e

f o u n d  o n  p a g e  4 0 4  o f  t h e

B o o k  o f  C o m m o n  P r a y e r .

O u r  M a s s  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h

t h e  A s p e r g e s  o n  p 3 7  o f

y o u r  M a s s  b o o k l e t s .
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A f t e r  t h e  l a s t  h y m n ,  o u r

s e r v i c e  w i l l  c o n c l u d e  w i t h

t h e  A n g e l u s  f a c i n g  O u r  L a d y ’ s

a l t a r .  T e a  &  C o f f e e  a s  u s u a l

a r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  F y f e -

G r a h a m  P a r i s h  R o o m .

St Augustine’s Church, Eastling Road, 
Painters Forstal, Kent ME13 0DU

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT, 15  MARCH 2026TH

Of course,  you know that
Mother ing Sunday has noth ing to
do wi th  mothers ,  don ’ t  you?

Now that  there  are  some cross
mothers  who are  mi f fed that
there  is  now an excuse for  the i r
o f fspr ing to  des is t  f rom
present ing them some s l igh t ly
wi l t ing  daf fod i ls  and a  r ice-
cr isp ie  cake fo l lowing cerea l  in
bed (or  on bed) ,  now is  probab ly
the t ime to  say that  Mothers ’  Day
co inc ides wi th  Mother ing Sunday
every  year ,  in  the UK.

Or ig ina l ly ,  the  four th  Sunday in
Lent  was ca l led  Laetare  Sunday.
I f  you l i s ten to  the In t ro i t  -  the
passage sung a t  the  f i rs t  cens ing
of  the  a l ta r  -  you wi l l  hear  the
word “Re jo ice”  and,  i f  you l i s ten
care fu l ly  to  the words (or  read
them in  your  BCP)  you wi l l  hear
the Church be ing l i kened unto  a
mother .  Indeed,  th is  is  the
assoc ia t ion  that  we now have.

Of  course,  Mother ing Sunday
fa l ls  reasonably  c lose ly  to  the
Feast  o f  the  Annunc ia t ion  when
Our  Lady becomes the V i rg in
Mother  by  conce iv ing the Lord .  

Trad i t iona l ly ,  peop le  would  t rave l
back to  the church in  wh ich they
were bapt ised because that  was
when they were born  sp i r i tua l ly  in
the sacrament  and thus that
par ish  became the i r  mother
church.

In  i tse l f ,  Mother ing Sunday has
noth ing to  do wi th  mothers  in
genera l  except  on ly  the Church
and Our  Lady.  Whi le  Mothers ’
Day has come to  be a  commerc ia l
fes t iva l  w i th  cards ,  choco la tes
and Rice-Cr isp ies  be ing so ld  by
the bucket fu l ,  we Chr is t ians  can
rec la im i t  by  honour ing our
mothers  and see ing in  them both
the Church and the B lessed
Vi rg in ,  and be ing thankfu l  fo r
God’s  g i f t  o f  mother ing.

Donat ions for  Church
Flowers a lways

grateful ly  received.
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But  Jesus is  the  Word o f
God.

" I  am the bread o f  L i fe"

And we know that  H is
body is  meat  indeed,  and
His  b lood is  dr ink  indeed.
The mul t i tude is
nour ished not  jus t  by
food,  not  jus t  by  the
Gospel  but  by  the very
Body o f  Chr is t .  Not  the
b lood yet ,  fo r  H is  b lood is
to  be shed for  the  New
Covenant  and that  is
ra t i f ied  upon the Cross.

I t  i s  why we do not  need
to  rece ive the cha l ice  in
the Euchar is t ,  though we
should  be f ree to  do so.

But  what  we do see is  the
d isc ip les  d is t r ibu t ing  the
Gospel  in  word and
Sacrament .  Th is  is  the
bus iness o f  the  Church.
Th is  is  the  bus iness we
need to  mind.

The feed ing o f  the
mul t i tudes is  prec ise ly  the  
prophecy o f  the  Chr is t ian
pr ies thood and the
Chr is t ian  sacraments  w i th
a l l  the  grace o f  God they
convey.

Th is  is  the  pat tern  that
Our  Lord  in tended.  Th is  is
the Church that  Our  Lord
in tended.  And th is  is  our
in tent ion  to  be fa i th fu l  to
th is  pat tern  for  the
Church that  Chr is t  has
bu i l t .

We Chr is t ians  have a  duty
of  bus iness to  br ing  the

good news to  those who
are hungry  and th i rs ty  fo r
both  Word and
Sacrament .

There wi l l  be  those who
rece ive i t  g ra te fu l ly .

There wi l l  be  those who
say,  "hey!  I  want  ke tchup
on that ! "

There wi l l  be  those who
smash i t  ou t  o f  our  hands
and sp i t  on  us .

But  whatever  they do we
wi l l  have t r ied  to  be
fa i th fu l  because we are
so gra te fu l  fo r  what  we
rece ive that  we want
o thers  to  rece ive i t  too .

What  we rece ive,  we pass
on because that  is  what
Mother  Church does:
whatever  is  handed to
one generat ion  is  passed
on to  the next  so  that  a l l
might  par t ic ipa te  in  th is
one meal  th roughout
T ime and Space.

A l l  who love Our  Lord  and
are wi l l ing  to  rece ive
what  the Church has
rece ived may rece ive Him
in  th is  meal .  I t ' s  too  good
not  to  share .

Oh!  I t ' s  a  marve l lous
mirac le  and so s imple  to
s ta te .  So many fed wi th  so
l i t t le  bread!  But  i t ' s  the
depth  o f  th is  mi rac le  that
mat ters  more.  Th is  is  the
mirac le  fo r  the  Church.

F i rs t ,  the  Lord  reminds us
c lear ly :  Man does not  l i ve
by bread a lone but  by
every  word that
proceedeth  out  o f  the
mouth  o f  God.  We must
a lso  remember  that
mi rac les  happen in  order
to  back up Our  Lord 's
teach ing.

So Our  Lord  breaks bread
and g ives i t  to  H is
d isc ip les  to  g ive  to  the
people  and the peop le  are
fed.  

Man is  not  fed  by  bread
a lone. . .

So we see connect ion
between the d isc ip les
g iv ing out  bread to  the
mul t i tudes,  the  bread
growing more and more
p lent i fu l  a t  the  Creator 's
hands,  and the words o f
the Gospe l  preached by  so
few and yet  nour ish ing the
people  w i th  the greates t
hope that  the  hunger  o f
the i r  sou ls  may be f i l led   
by  the Eterna l  Love o f
God.

The feed ing o f  the
mul t i tudes is  the  s ign that
backs up the Church 's
duty  to  feed peop le  w i th
the word o f  God.



Hon.  Assistant  Pr iest

Father  Ray Thompson
frraythompson@gmai l .com

07443 438465

M e e t  t h e  t e a m

The Bishop

Bishop Damien Mead
dmead@angl icancathol ic .org

 07944 811143

Feast of the week

The Dean

Father  Jonathan Munn
 jmunn@angl icancathol ic .org

07596 638248

Dates for your diary:

Safeguarding Off icer  &
Head Server

Dr Roy Hipkiss

Treasurer
Mrs Kerry  Scott

Parish Secretary
Ms Nikki  Thompson
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Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret  Mead

March 18 : St Cyril of Jerusalem (c313-386)  St
Cyril was born in Jerusalem began his ministry
there, rising to the position of Bishop of
Jerusalem.  He fell out of favour with his
metropolitan, Acacius of Caesarea, who was
Arian and probably jealous that Jerusalem was
becoming more prominent in the Church. He
tried to depose and exile Cyril several times on
various unsubstantiated charges. Finally, St Cyril
was confirmed as Bishop of Jerusalem in 380 and
wrote many  works especially preparing people
for baptism.  St Cyril, pray for us!

th

 

Wednesday 18  March th

12:00 Low Mass 

Easter Flowers
Please consider making a contribution for the flowers with

which Margaret can work her magic in making the Cathedral
beautiful for Easter Day. Remember, the Bishop is not beautiful

enough on his own.

Diocesan Synod
The Diocesan Synod will be held here on 9  May. The Mass will
be at 11am followed by refreshments before the usual business

meeting. The Bishop will be confirming our Diocese’s
dedication to Our Lady of Walsingham.

th

Ever y Sunday:  11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy  Days :  As Announced)

Assistant  Server
Master  Aiden

Wish

Your paragraph text

A C C  D U K  S t u d y  G r o u p  o n  t h e
O e c u m e n i c a l  C o u n c i l s

This  group is  pr imar i ly  intended for  members
of  the Angl ican Cathol ic  Diocese of  the
United K ingdom. I t  is  a imed at  interested lay
men and women who have an interest  in  the
subject  but  who are not  expert  in  the subject
but  what  to understand something about
what the Church teaches.  I t  is  a lso aimed at
clergymen who might  want  a bi t  of  an easy
refresher  on the topic .

The Oecumenical  Counci ls  underpin the
bel iefs  of  not  just  the Angl ican Cathol ic
Church,  but  the Roman Cathol ic  Church and
the Eastern Orthodox Church too.  The
f indings of  the counci ls  shape the way that
we do th ings in  Church and what we say and,
ul t imately ,  br ing us to a c learer  percept ion of
Who Our  Lord Jesus Chr ist  is .  The counci ls
lead us to a deeper  fa i th  by focussing on the
real i ty  of  Chr ist .

A im:  To understand the importance and
relevance of  the Counci ls  in  our  Chr ist ian l i fe
and witness .

The sessions wi l l  be by Zoom meet ing at
7 :30PM on Wednesday evenings ,  start ing f rom
22  Apr i l ,  and last  about  an hour  provided I
don’t  get  overexci ted.  

n d

Detai ls  wi l l  be c i rculated on a mai l ing l is t .  I f
you would l ike to be included,  p lease emai l
jmunn@angl icancathol ic .org to be put  on the
l ist .  

mailto:jmunn@anglicancatholic.org


Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Todd, David and their family;  Ann
Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb &

Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride;
Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr
Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom;
Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dulcie Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Archbishop

Mark; Sarah Winterburn and family, Gerald Cox.

We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen
Beasley,  Nicola Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph
Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and
all who receive email or paper copies. 

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding
countryside and villages, the growth of our Church Family.
For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the
Middle East and China.
For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine
and Russia and throughout the World. 
For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime. 
For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our
safety and security.
For our Mothers, whether they still be held in the flesh or rest in the arms of Jesus.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Diocese of the Midwest, Episcopal Visitor Rt Rev Patrick Fodor;
All ACC organists, musicians, choirs and cantors;
For all mothers and all who mother.
The people of Northern Ireland.

And we remember the recently departed 
Roger Young

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially: 
 Michael Sheehan, Edith Mead, Joan Rigden,

Nicholas Penrys-Evans,

+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord 
R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

Y o u r  P r a y e r s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r :
Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know
times are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to
encourage those who are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do
so. 

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  f i n a n c i a l l y

The information you require is below:
Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

    Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168
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	A A word from the Dean
	But Jesus is the Word of God.
	"I am the bread of Life"
	And we know that His body is meat indeed, and His blood is drink indeed. The multitude is nourished not just by food, not just by the Gospel but by the very Body of Christ. Not the blood yet, for His blood is to be shed for the New Covenant and that is ratified upon the Cross.
	It is why we do not need to receive the chalice in the Eucharist, though we should be free to do so.
	But what we do see is the disciples distributing the Gospel in word and Sacrament. This is the business of the Church. This is the business we need to mind.
	The feeding of the multitudes is precisely the  prophecy of the Christian priesthood and the Christian sacraments with all the grace of God they convey.
	This is the pattern that Our Lord intended. This is the Church that Our Lord intended. And this is our intention to be faithful to this pattern for the Church that Christ has built.
	We Christians have a duty of business to bring the
	Oh! It's a marvellous miracle and so simple to state. So many fed with so little bread! But it's the depth of this miracle that matters more. This is the miracle for the Church.
	First, the Lord reminds us clearly: Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. We must also remember that miracles happen in order to back up Our Lord's teaching.
	So Our Lord breaks bread and gives it to His disciples to give to the people and the people are fed.
	Man is not fed by bread alone...
	So we see connection between the disciples giving out bread to the multitudes, the bread growing more and more plentiful at the Creator's hands, and the words of the Gospel preached by so few and yet nourishing the people with the greatest hope that the hunger of their souls may be filled  by the Eternal Love of God.
	The feeding of the multitudes is the sign that backs up the Church's duty to feed people with the word of God.
	good news to those who are hungry and thirsty for both Word and Sacrament.
	There will be those who receive it gratefully.
	There will be those who say, "hey! I want ketchup on that!"
	There will be those who smash it out of our hands and spit on us.
	But whatever they do we will have tried to be faithful because we are so grateful for what we receive that we want others to receive it too.
	What we receive, we pass on because that is what Mother Church does: whatever is handed to one generation is passed on to the next so that all might participate in this one meal throughout Time and Space.
	All who love Our Lord and are willing to receive what the Church has received may receive Him in this meal. It's too good not to share.

	Your Prayers are asked for:
	Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:
	Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Todd, David and their family;  Ann Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb & Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride; Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom; Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dulcie Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Archbishop Mark; Sarah Winterburn and family, Gerald Cox.
	We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen Beasley,  Nicola Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer.

	For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or paper copies.
	For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
	And we remember the recently departed  Roger Young and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially:   Michael Sheehan, Edith Mead, Joan Rigden, Nicholas Penrys-Evans,
	+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord  R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

	Supporting the Church financially
	Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know times are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to encourage those who are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do so.
	The information you require is below: Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28
	Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

	You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations for St Augustine’s Church.)
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