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T o d a y ’ s  P r o p e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g

t h e  R e a d i n g s )  c a n  b e

f o u n d  o n  p a g e  4 0 2  o f  t h e

B o o k  o f  C o m m o n  P r a y e r .

O u r  M a s s  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h

t h e  A s p e r g e s  o n  p 3 7  o f

y o u r  M a s s  b o o k l e t s .
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A f t e r  t h e  l a s t  h y m n ,  o u r

s e r v i c e  w i l l  c o n c l u d e  w i t h

t h e  A n g e l u s  f a c i n g  O u r  L a d y ’ s

a l t a r .  T e a  &  C o f f e e  a s  u s u a l

a r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  F y f e -

G r a h a m  P a r i s h  R o o m .

St Augustine’s Church, Eastling Road, 
Painters Forstal, Kent ME13 0DU

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT, 8  MARCH 2026TH

One of  the  lesser  known
pract ices  o f  Lent ,  cer ta in ly  in  the
Br i t i sh  Is les ,  is  the  suspens ion
of  the  Velum Quadrages imale  -
the  Lenten Ve i l  wh ich was hung
between the nave and the
sanctuary  dur ing Lent ,  be ing
par ted on ly  fo r  the  Mass.  I ts
presence re f lec ted the so lemni ty
o f  the  season and  encouraged
the congregat ion to  re f lec t  on
the 

 coming so lemni ty  o f  Ho ly  Week.

Here in  the UK,  we tend to
remove the f lowers  and
decorat ions,  leav ing the ve i ls  fo r
Pass iont ide  as  we th ink  o f  our
separat ion  f rom God and the
Heavenly  host  and our
subsequent  reun ion wi th  H im in
Our  Lord  Jesus Chr is t ,  th rough
the Cross and His  Resur rec t ion .

Donat ions for  Church
Flowers a lways

grateful ly  received.



A A word from the Dean
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dec is ions are  good then you
have nowhere to  go but  to
yourse l f .  There  can be no
Kingdom of  Heaven o ther
than your  own se l f .  Th is  is
why d iv is ion is  a  ser ious
bus iness on the Church.

There is  a  d i f fe rence
between a  d iv is ion in  the
Church and a  d iv is ion f rom
the  Church.  The reasons for
d iv is ion must  be care fu l ly
cons idered.

Ul t imate ly ,  a  d iv is ion f rom
the  Church must  come f rom
a lack  o f  love for  God and
love for  o ther  peop le .  Our
Lord  says that  whoever  is
not  fo r  H im is  aga ins t  H im.

He a lso  says that  whoever
is  not  aga ins t  Chr is t  i s  fo r
Him.

There is  no midd le  ground.

The Church is  bound
together  in  Love,  Goodness,  
Tru th  and Beauty .  Where
these are  to  be found so is
God.

But  d idn ’ t  we break away
f rom the Ang l ican
Communion? 

Yes,  we d id ,  but  not  f rom
hat red.  To be honest ,  we
d idn ’ t  rea l ly  break away
because we weren ’ t  the
ones who changed th ings.

The changes that  were
made to  the sacraments  by
the Ang l ican Communion
meant  that  we s imply  cou ld
not  funct ion  together  w i th
them as a  church accord ing
to  the teach ing that  we
rece ived through the
Catho l ic  Fa i th  o f  the  Ear ly
Church.  To s tay  under  the
same ecc les ia l  government
would  have meant
d is regard ing our  own
Angl ican Catho l ic  be l ie fs .

Not ice ,  tha t  is  not  the  same
as see ing them as the
enemy,  or  tha t  there  is  no
Chr is t ian i ty  w i th in  them.  I t
means we must  wa lk  apar t
as  separate  Churches unt i l
Chr is t  sor ts  the mess out .
Our  Love for  Chr is t  must  be
paramount .   Whi le  we
cannot  accept  the  va l id i ty
o f  the i r  ac t ions,  we can
accept  them as be ing
des i rous o f  Chr is t .

There  may be d iv is ions due
to  doct r ine ,  to  author i ty  and
to  prac t ice  but  where t rue
love is  Chr is t  must  be there
Himsel f .

I t  means that  i t  i s  not  our
bus iness to  demonise any
human be ing.  I t  is  our
bus iness to  recogn ise
where the Dev i l  i s  t ry ing to
work  in  our  l i ves  and then
to  ask  the Holy  Ghost  -  the
F inger  o f  God -  to  cast  h im
out .

We must  a lways be more
ready to  accuse ourse lves
of  hav ing a  dev i l  than to
accuse another  person.

The Lord  says,  "b lessed are
they that  hear  the word o f
God,  and keep i t . "

That  is  how we can be sure
that  we don ' t  have a  dev i l
and that  we separate
ourse lves f rom s in ,  the
wor ld  and the dev i l  to  s tand
in  the  Ind iv is ib le  House o f
God forever .

Accord ing to  Our  Lord ,  the
gates  o f  He l l  w i l l  no t  preva i l
aga ins t  the  Church.  Indeed,
St  John sees the Dev i l  and
a l l  h is  aposta te  host  f lung
in to  Eterna l  f lames.  So the
k ingdom of  Satan must  fa l l .

The Phar isees must  be l ieve
that ,  sure ly .  Yet ,  Our  Lord
says,  tha t  i f  Satan is  d iv ided 
aga ins t  h imse l f ,  h is  k ingdom
cannot  s tand.  

I f  we know through Jesus
that  the  k ingdom of  Satan
cannot  s tand,  Is  Satan rea l ly  
d iv ided aga ins t  Satan?
Sounds compl ica ted.

Why is  tha t  impor tant?

The Phar isees accuse Our
Lord  o f  cas t ing  out  demons
through Beelzebub.

I f  Satan is  d iv ided aga ins t
Satan then i t  i s  theore t ica l ly
poss ib le  that  the  Phar isees
are  r igh t .  But  i f  Satan is
d iv ided aga ins t  h imse l f ,  then
how can the Phar isees be
sure  that  they aren ' t  cas t ing
out  dev i ls  by  Satan?

By say ing that  Jesus casts
out  demons by  the pr ince o f
demons the Phar isees have
jus t  cas t  doubt  on the i r  own
abi l i t y  to  cast  out  demons.

The i r  sons wi l l  judge the
Phar isees for  b laspheming
agains t  them as wel l  as  fo r   
b laspheming aga ins t  Jesus.

I t  i s  not  the  house o f  Satan
that  is  d iv ided,  i t  i s  the
Phar isees '  houses.

Th is  is  why b lasphemy
agains t  the  Holy  Ghost   sha l l
no t  be forg iven.  I f  you
cannot  recogn ise what  good
is  and dec ide that  on ly  your
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Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret  Mead

March 12 : St Gregory the Great (c540-604)  St
Gregory was born into Roman nobility, even
becoming a prefect of Rome. He lived in a
monastery and was the first monk to become
pope in 590 like his great-great-grandfather
Pope Felix III a century earlier. He reformed the
liturgy, giving us the Gregorian Rite, wrote several
treatises, including the Life of St Benedict and,
famously, saw the need for Christianity to be
revitalised in the British Isle. He was responsible
for sending St Augustine to England to rebuild the
Church. St Gregory, pray for us!

th

 

Wednesday 11  March th

12:00 Low Mass 

Easter Flowers
Please consider making a contribution for the flowers with

which Margaret can work her magic in making the Cathedral
beautiful for Easter Day. Remember, the Bishop is not beautiful

enough on his own.

Online Study Group
After Easter, the Dean is intending to set up midweek study
session online which anyone in the DUK can join. If you have
anything you’d like to study, please let the Dean know. More

details will emerge closer to the time.

Ever y Sunday:  11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy  Days :  As Announced)

Assistant  Server
Master  Aiden

Wish

Your paragraph text

Maintain ing our  Cathedral  is  important  for
maintain ing our  own spir i tual  pract ices as
wel l  as making a comfortable and
profess ional  focus for  our  Diocese.  We have
several  projects  in  the pipel ine .

1)  We st i l l  need to sort  out  the damp
problem on the East  Wal l .  The recent  wet
weather  has taken i ts  to l l  on the plaster
which wi l l  need replacing as wel l  as  f ix ing
the source of  the damp.

2)  We are th ink ing of  shr ink ing the k i tchen
down in  order  to  create space for  an of f ice
in which both Par ish and Diocesan business
can be undertaken.  

3)  We wi l l  need a new vestment cupboard
for  the vestry  to  keep the vestments in  good
condit ion and stop the Dean fal l ing into
them.

I f  you can help ,  pract ical ly  or  f inancial ly ,  i t
would be most  appreciated.



Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Todd, David and their family;  Ann
Chapman; Margaret Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb &
Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride;
Sally Pengilly; Sally and Michael Lyth; Dimitri Rouchos; Anna, Chris; Ron Holmes; Fr
Warwick Jaundrill; Fr Patrick Scheiner; Matthew Catton; Deacon Gustaf Stenstrom;
Carolyn Marriott; Marcus; Ken Marsden; Dulcie Fidge; Fr Philip Bevan; Archbishop Mark.

We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall; Stephen
Beasley,  Nicola Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri Stanton, Ralph
Nevill, Aiden Cook, Sandra Robinson, Steve Elie and all afflicted with cancer. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and
all who receive email or paper copies. 

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding
countryside and villages, the growth of our Church Family.
For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the
Middle East and China.
For Peace in the Holy Land, in Iran, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine
and Russia and throughout the World. 
For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime. 
For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged with our
safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Diocese of the South, Bishop Ordinary - the Most Rev Dr Mark Haverland;
The ACC Vision for this Diocese
Refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants. 

And we remember the recently departed 
and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially: 
 Jessie Rotherham, Paul Todd, Jose Lyle, Michael Sheehan,

+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord 
R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

Y o u r  P r a y e r s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r :
Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know
times are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to
encourage those who are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do
so. 

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  f i n a n c i a l l y

The information you require is below:
Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

    Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168


