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T o d a y ’ s  P r o p e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g

t h e  R e a d i n g s )  c a n  b e

f o u n d  o n  p a g e  6 4 6  o f  t h e

B o o k  o f  C o m m o n  P r a y e r .

HYMNS
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SHEET
A f t e r  t h e  l a s t  h y m n ,  o u r

s e r v i c e  w i l l  c o n c l u d e  w i t h

t h e  A n g e l u s  f a c i n g  O u r

L a d y ’ s  a l t a r .  

T e a  &  C o f f e e  a s  u s u a l  a r e

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  F y f e -

G r a h a m  P a r i s h  R o o m .

St Augustine’s Church, Eastling Road, 
Painters Forstal, Kent ME13 0DU

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT , 23  NOVEMBER 2025RD

Wel l ,  we say Bon Voyage to  the
Bishop!  There wi l l  be  lo ts  o f
tears ,  lamenta t ions,  hand-
wr ing ing and sadness,  no doubt ,
but  the  Queen Mary  I I  and Pooh
Bear  w i l l  jus t  have to  cope wi th
h im for  the  next  few weeks!  

Ser ious ly ,  our  b ishop has
embarked on h is  t rave ls  wh ich,
we hope and pray ,  w i l l  no t  on ly
be res t fu l  and res tora t ive  for
h im,  but  inv igora t ing  and joy fu l !
We look forward to  hav ing h im
home wi th  us  aga in .

We are  a lso  say ing goodbye to
an o ld  l i tu rg ica l  year  th is
Sunday.  Our  Church year  beg ins
anew on Advent  Sunday,  g iv ing
us t ime to  prepare for  Chr is tmas
and th is  is  the  las t  Sunday o f  the
year .

I t  i s  on ly  comparat ive ly  recent ly
that  we have ce lebra ted New
Year ’s  Day on January  1 .  The
o ld  New Year ’s  Day was the
feast  o f  the  Annunc ia t ion  on
March 25  re in forc ing that  our
year   o f   sa lva t ion   beg ins  on the

s t

t h

day o f  Our  Lord ’s  Concept ion and
thus the beg inn ing o f  H is
Incarnat ion.  L i fe  beg ins  a t
concept ion.

We a lso  have o ther  New Year ’s
Days.  The Tax Year  beg ins  on
Apr i l  6 ,  so  we are  used to  the
fac t  tha t  the  ca lendar  year  is  not
a lways the one to  go by .  

t h

The ca lendar  marks  our  journey
around the Sun,  but  the  Sun
i tse l f  i s  mov ing around the ga laxy
and the ga laxy  is  mov ing around
c lus ters  and webs and journey ing
through the Universe.  A year  on
our  l i t t le  p lanet ,  seems
ins ign i f i cant  in  the eyes o f  the
Cosmos which is  in  constant
mot ion,  never  to  repeat  i tse l f .

Th is  makes the fac t  o f  our
ex is tence a  mi rac le  in  i tse l f .  In
the vastness o f  Space and T ime,
God has created you to  ex is t
here  and now and,  fu r ther ,  to
save you by  His  B lood.  Th is  is
why we ce lebra te  the g i f t  o f  t ime
that  He g ives us .  I t ’ s  our  l i t t le
way o f  respond ing to  H is  love.

Donat ions for  Church
Flowers a lways

grateful ly  received.



A A word from the Dean
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Round and round and round
we goes and where we s top 
nobody knows.

Our  ears  pr ick  up as  we hear
the Holy  Vo ice say,  "whence
sha l l  we buy bread
that  these may eat?"  In  our
t i redness,  our  sadness,  our
jadedness and wear iness wi th
th is  wor ld  and our  journey
through i t ,  we hear  the vo ice
of  the One Who cares that  we
should  not  s tarve or  fa in t  w i th
hunger .

And then we hear  a  vo ice        
o f  d iscouragement ,  "Two
hundred penny-wor th  o f  bread
is  not  su f f ic ient  fo r  them,  that
everyone o f  them
may take a  l i t t le . "

Th is  vo ice o f  d iscourage-ment
a lways seems to  be wi th  us
a lways t ry ing to  scra tch a
ho le  in  our  hope,  dampen our
joy  turn  us  towards the
ground.  

Every  year ,  we approach
Chr is tmas dread ing the usua l
vo ices c la im that  Chr is tmas is
a  pagan ho l iday.  ( I t  i sn ' t ,
Saturna l ia  was never  on
Chr is tmas Day. )

Or  the grumbl ing about
presents  and decorat ions
which has been go ing on now
since before  Hal loween!

The wor ld 's  vo ices seek to
crowd out  our  hope which,  a t
the end o f  another  year 's
journey is  in  shor t  supp ly .

Do we rea l ly  have to  go
around aga in? Why can ' t
Jesus re turn  now?

But  He has!

In to  our  hands,  in to  our
mouths g iven by  the Holy
Apost les  we are  fed,  good
wholesome bread,  bread that
enters  our  be l l ies  and
nour ishes us ,  warms our
hear ts  s t rengthens our  hopes
and turns  us  to  the God Who
gives o f  H imsel f  fo r  us .

Here,  a t  th is  pause in  our
journey,  we are  fed wi th  the
Bread o f  L i fe .  Our  L i tu rg ica l
Year  ends wi th  the Mass.

A l l  our  journeys end wi th  the
Mass:  the l i t t le  journey 
f rom pew to  a l ta r  to  rece ive
Him t ru ly  present  in  the
Sacrament  as  He promises
us;  the journey through the
week,  th rough da i ly  work ,
through da i ly  encounter  w i th
an unbe l iev ing wor ld  back to
the food o f  Chr is t
in  Church;  the journey f rom 
Advent  to  Advent ,  t read ing
and re t read ing the journey
f rom Nazareth  to  Beth lehem
and in  Beth lehem to  f ind
aga in  the Real  Presence o f
Chr is t ;  the  journey f rom b i r th
to  death ,  th rough s in ,  sor row,
joy  and r igh teousness unt i l
we pass through Death  and
in to  the Wedding feast  o f  the
Lamb.

Our  journey a lways ends in
the Mass.

But  that 's  what  the Mass is
for .

I t ' s  the g i f t  Chr is t  g ives us
that  we might  keep go ing,   
keep encounter ing Him,  keep
br ing ing ourse lves to  H im
wi th  our  need for  hea l ing  and
for  wholeness.

And i t  i s  the p innac le  o f  our
worsh ip  o f  God,  fo r  we t rave l
back to  God for  the reason
that   He is  wor th  more to  us
than the d is t rac t ions   o f  th is
pet ty  wor ld .

Th is  is  the las t  Sunday o f  the
L i turg ica l  year  and we f ind
ourse lves on the mounta in
wi th  a  great  company o f  men,
women and ch i ld ren who have
gathered to  hear  the Word o f
God.

Why here?

Why do we end our  year  on
the top o f  the mounta in   w i th  a
hungry  mul t i tude?

The Church year  ends on the
Saturday before  Advent  and
begins  on Advent  Sunday.  To
be pedant ic ,  the  beg inn ing o f
the L i tu rg ica l  day is  a t  sunset ,
so  Advent  s tar ts  a t  Sundown
on the Saturday,  but  th is  jus t
emphas ises the comple t ion o f
the day,  the week,  the month ,
the year .  Wi th  the set t ing  o f
the Sun,  the year  goes round
again .

And we go round aga in  too,
not  in  a  c i rc le ,  we never  end
up exact ly  where we s tar ted.
We are  t rave l l ing  a long a
groove in  an o ld  LP v iny l
record  s lowly  sp i ra l l ing
inwards towards the cent re .

Each Advent ,  we have
comple ted another  c i rcu i t  o f
the l i tu rgy  through the many
Sundays a f ter  Tr in i ty  wh ich
make Chr is tmas and Easter
seem a long way o f f .

I t ' s  a  long journey every  year
and today is  the day when we
s i t  a t  the  mounta in  and take
stock.  We beg in  to  look a t  how
we have grown in  the Holy
Ghost  and how we need to
work  a t  repentance for  the
year  ahead.

We come aga in  to  the
mounta in .  And we are  hungry
and th i rs ty  And ahead o f  us  is
our  next  journey to  Beth lehem
to reg is ter  fo r  the census.

I t ' s  a l l  a  b i t  re lent less .



Hon.  Assistant  Pr iest

Father  Ray Thompson
frraythompson@gmai l .com

07443 438465

M e e t  t h e  t e a m

The Bishop

Bishop Damien Mead
dmead@angl icancathol ic .org

 07944 811143

Feast of the week

The Dean

Father  Jonathan Munn
 jmunn@angl icancathol ic .org

07596 638248

Dates for your diary:

Safeguarding Off icer  &
Head Server

Dr Roy Hipkiss

Treasurer
Mrs Kerry  Scott

Parish Secretary
Ms Nikki  Thompson
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Church Warden
Mr Laurence Mead

Church Warden
Mrs Margaret  Mead

November 26 : St Sylvester the Abbot  (1177-
1267 and not to be confused with Pope St
Sylvester I) was was an Italian Catholic priest
and the founder of the Order of the Silvestrini.
Having retired to a hermitage after gently
rebuking his wayward bishop, St Sylvester
decided to form a new community based on a
stricter observance of the Rule of St Benedict
and emphasising external poverty. The
Silvestrini were recognised by Pope Innocent   
IV  and allowed to create monasteries more
generally. St Sylvester, pray for us!

th

 Wednesday 26  November th

During the Bishop’s travels, Fr Jonathan intends to keep up
the midweek Masses as far as he can. Please let him know if
you intend coming so that he can prepare things accordingly,

and let you know if the Mass has to be cancelled.

Sunday 30  Novemberth

Advent Sunday - the start of the Liturgical Year in which we
prepare ourselves for Christmas. Might you consider giving

something up for Advent?

Christmas Flowers
If you would like to donate to this year’s Christmas Flowers,

please see Margaret Mead

Ever y Sunday:  11am Sung Mass
Wednesday:12 noon Low Mass (& Holy  Days :  As Announced)

Assistant  Server
Master  Aiden

Naughty  peop le  ( there  seem to  be a  lo t  o f
naughty  peop le  a t  St  August ine ’s )  have
taken th is  image and made naughty
suggest ions.  One has suggested that  there
is  a  log- jam at  the confess iona l  and o thers
that  th is  is  a  cura tes ’  cupboard conga.  One
incred ib ly  naughty  person thought  that  th is
was a  scramble  to  res tore  the B ishop to  h is
fac tory  set t ings.
          To set  the record  s t ra ight ,  the  Dean
is  a t tempt ing to  put  the leash back on to  the
Archdeacon’s  pet  ta rantu la  which the Head
Server  has managed to  p in  under  the router .
Th is  is  necessary  as  the tarantu la  keeps
danc ing on the cheese scones,  and the
Bishop doesn ’ t  l i ke  that .

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priesthood_in_the_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sylvestrines


Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Diane and Mike Smith; Roy
Hipkiss, Todd and his family; Colin Rumens; Ann Chapman; Margaret Martin;
Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb & Stephen Stuck-Samuels;
John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Robert McBride; Sally Pengilly, Sally
and Michael Lyth, Dimitri Rouchos, Anna, Chris, Ron Holmes, Fr Warwick
Jaundrill, Fr Patrick Scheiner, Craig Paterson, Matthew Catton and Deacon
Gustaf Stenstrom. Carolyn Marriott. Ken Marsden, Dulcie Fidge.

We continue to pray for  HM The King, HRH The Princess of Wales, Vickie Wall;
Stephen Beasley,  Nicola Baker, Quinn Hollick, Marc Tatton, Andrew Avis, Cheri
Stanton, Ralph Nevill, Aiden Cook and all afflicted with cancer. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and
all who receive email or paper copies. 

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding
countryside and villages, the growth of our Church Family.
For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan,
the Middle East and China.
For Peace in the Holy Land, Sudan, the Congo and Rwanda, and in Ukraine
and Russia and throughout the World. 
For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime. 
For the armed forces, especially those on active service, and all charged
with our safety and security.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Missionary Diocese of Mindanao, Bishop Jun Paul Canilo;
The Oxford Movement House Group, North Yorkshire, Mrs Sally Lyth,
Convenor;
Giving thanks for the closing liturgical year. 

And we remember the recently departed 
Peter Fidge, Anne Chamberlaine, Karl Routledge-Wilson, 

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time, especially: 
 Judith Anderson, Eileen Fyfe-Graham,

+ Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord 
R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them

Y o u r  P r a y e r s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r :
Please let us know if there are any changes to our intercession list:

Thank you for your generous support of our work and witness for the Kingdom of God. We know
times are hard, and there are lots of calls upon your time and talents. We would like to
encourage those who are able to to donate via Standing order from their Bank Account. to do
so. 

S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  f i n a n c i a l l y

The information you require is below:
Account name: Anglican Catholic Church of St Augustine
Account Number: 03179398  Sort Code: 30-90-28

Remember that if you are a UK tax payer you can Gift Aid your donations and
we can claim 25% tax back. Please ask for a Gift Aid declaration form.

You can also donate online at: www.anglicancatholic.org.uk/donate (Please mark any such donations
for St Augustine’s Church.)

    Anglican Catholic Church - Diocese of the United Kingdom - Registered Charity in England and Wales 1068168


