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There ’s  no-one le f t  who served
in  the F i rs t  Wor ld  War .  Indeed,
when the F i rs t  Wor ld  War
s tar ted,  there  were on ly  a  t iny
number  o f  peop le  who fought  in
the Amer ican Civ i l  War .  And
now,  we are  see ing fewer  and
fewer  peop le  who served in  the
Second Wor ld  War .  The o ld
serv ice  men and women are
s lowly  be ing gathered to  God.
Is  the i r  serv ice  be ing
forgot ten?

I t ’s  very  easy for  us  to  get
caught  up in  the idea that  the
wars  we fought  were between
Good and Ev i l .  We do have a
bet ter  sense o f  tha t  in  the
Second Wor ld  War  because o f
the sheer  ev i l  tha t  was be ing
perpet ra ted.  The t roub le  is  tha t
ev i l  cont inued a f ter  the  Second
Wor ld  War  probab ly  as  a  resu l t
o f  the  Second Wor ld  War !

We have o f ten been to ld  to
honour  the war  dead because
they fought  fo r  the i r  count ry
and gave the i r  l i ves  for  the i r
homeland.  Is  th is  a  good th ing?

These days,  we are  wary  o f
say ing th ings l i ke  that  because
we are  aware o f  our  count ry ’s
fa i lu res .  We f ind  be ing pat r io t ic
embarrass ing,  d i f f i cu l t ,  o r  even
of fens ive .  Does that  mean we
have forgot ten what  our  serv ice
men and women have fought
for?

L ike each one o f  us ,  h is tory
shows that  every  count ry  has
i ts  fau l ts  fa i l ings  and,  sad ly ,
a t roc i t ies .  The key is
recogn is ing th is  and not
b laming the armed forces in
themselves.  We need to
remember  that  these fo lk  fought
and gave the i r  l i ves  for  what
they be l ieved to  be r igh t .

U l t imate ly ,  our  armed forces
win  the bat t le  when we can
choose f ree ly  to  look  back and
see what ’s  gone wrong in  order
to  put  i t  r igh t .  Our  armed forces
win  when we heed Our  Lord ’s
command to  fo rg ive  f ree ly  and
promote His  peace in  the word.
Our  armed forces win  when we
th ink  about  what  is  t ru ly  r igh t .
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He is  ta lk ing to  a  group o f
peop le ,  the  man among the
bystanders .

You see that  we know that
the man a l ready be l ieves
and so Our  Lord  is  about  to
use the fa i th  o f  th is  man as
an example  to  a l l  those who
wi l l  no t  be l ieve un less  they
see s igns and wonders .

And what  happens?

There is  no f lash or  bang.
There is  no wav ing o f  hands
or  mak ing c lay  or  anyth ing
obv ious a t  a l l .  The man
takes Jesus a t  H is  word and
star ts  the journey home,   
and we know that  th is
journey took more than a
day!

What  fa i th  th is  man has!

And h is  househo ld  greets
h im wi th  the great  news:  the
son l i ves .  St  John doesn ' t
even br ing us  to  see the
boy,  e i ther .  We aren ’ t  taken
to  the house.  We don ’ t  ge t
to  see the hugs and k isses
and the joy  and the feast ing .
We are  jus t  to ld  that  the  son
l ives  and that  is  tha t .

We leave the s i tua t ion  wi th
the fa ther  go ing back to  h is
house re jo ic ing.

The mi rac le  isn ' t  fo r  us  to
see.  I t  i s  a  mi rac le  fo r  us  to
be l ieve because we t rus t  in
Our  Lord .

I t  i s  a  mi rac le  that  br ings us
face to  face wi th  the joy  that
we can ' t  see,  the  peace
which passes a l l
unders tand ing,  the  love we
see through the g lass
dark ly .

We don ' t  need to  see Chr is t
to  be l ieve Him but  when we
do see Him we sha l l  be  l i ke  

Him for  we sha l l  see Him
as He is .

Does th is  answer  our
quest ion? What  would  i t
take for  us  to  be l ieve in
someth ing that  seems
miracu lous? What  c r i te r ia
would  we use?

I f  we t ru ly  want  to  see the
mirac les  o f  Jesus,  then we
have to  get  to  know Him
more fu l ly  and commi t  to
be ing His  d isc ip le .  The
Disc ip les  get  to  see the
mirac les  which is  the on ly
way we get  to  know about
them when Our  Lord
per forms them in  secre t .

We see mi rac les  when we
come to  the Lord  in  fa i th ,
not  expect ing anyth ing in
par t icu lar ,  bu t  knowing that
whatever  we ask in  H is
Name,  He wi l l  do .  That
doesn ’ t  mean s t ick ing “ in
Jesus ’  Name”  in to  every
prayer ,  but  ra ther  by
learn ing to  l i ve  our  l i ves
wi th  H im,  get t ing  to  know
Him f rom what  we read in
our  b ib les ,  what  we hear  in
our  pu lp i ts ,  what  we pray  in
our  l i tu rgy  and what  we
rece ive in  our  sacraments .

We increase in  fa i th  when
we are  wi l l ing  to  use i t ,  fo r
Chr is t  i s  t ru ly  fa i th - fu l l .

Do you be l ieve in  ghosts?
What  about  the  Loch Ness
Monster?  The Yet i?  Fa i r ies ,
p ix ies  and l i t t le  fo lk?  

What  would  i t  take for  you to
be l ieve? Photograph ic
ev idence? A YouTube v ideo?
Or would  i t  have to  be
someth ing you see wi th  your
own eyes?

A nob leman rushes to  Jesus
and asks Him to  hea l  h is
dy ing son.  And Jesus te l ls
h im "Except  ye  see s igns
and wonders ,  ye  wi l l  no t
be l ieve. "

I t ' s  a  s t range th ing to  say,
isn ' t  i t?  Af ter  a l l ,  th is
nob leman has on ly  heard  o f
Jesus '  fame and c lear ly
be l ieves that  He can hea l  h is
son.  He 's  c lear ly  not  a f te r
s igns and wonders  but  the
hea l ing  o f  h is  son.  He 's  not
a f ter  proof  to  be l ieve but
a l ready be l ieves.  So why
does the Lord  te l l  H im,
"Except  ye  see s igns and
wonders ,  ye  wi l l  no t
be l ieve"?

There is  a  great  beauty  in
us ing the language o f
Cranmer ,  Coverda le  and
King James in  our  worsh ip .
But  o f ten i t  revea ls
someth ing that  modern
Engl ish  does not .

In  par t icu lar ,  O ld  Eng l ish  can
te l l  the  d i f fe rence between
you s ingu lar  and you p lura l .
We say " thou,  thee and
th ine '  when we are  speak ing
to  one person.  We say "you,
ye and,  your"  when we are
ta lk ing to  more than one
person.

And Jesus is  say ing "ye" .
"Except  ye  see s igns and
wonders ,ye wi l l  no t  be l ieve. "






