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Following our last hymn
our worship concludes with
the Angelus facing Our
Lady’s Altar

Tea & Coffee afterwards
in the Parish Room

Please
Turn off Your
Mobile Phones

There will be a Collection
During the Offertory Hymn

This year, Ash

WELCOME @gw EM@ Wednesday falls on

. ~/ 5th  March  and

TOday 18 Ashes will be

Sexagesima blessed and imposed on the heads

of those attending our 12 noon Mass

23rd February on that day. It is on Ash Wednesday,

2025 we begin the forty days of Lent. It’s

very important to understand - |

mean REALLY understand — what

The Propers of the Massareon | \va gre about to do and to get the
page 375 of the Book of

most out of the experience.

The reason for the observance of
Lent is that Our Lord withdrew into
the wilderness, in preparation for His
work of redemption, for forty days.
The Church from a very early period
in her history has sought to provide
us with the opportunity to share the
experience with Him.

It is a common expression and |
think nearly always true that the only
way to really get to know a person is
to live with them, spend some time in
their shoes, where they live, seeing
things through their eyes as much as
is possible. The Christian year is so
arranged that Christians may follow
the steps of Jesus’ most holy life,
from the Nativity to the Ascension,
from Bethlehem to Heaven.

Of course there is a huge difference
between Jesus and us — living His
life once was sufficient for all that
God has given us through His Son.
But we must seek to follow his
footsteps through this cycle again
and again. Without this annual
pilgrimage life would be dull and
drab and dreary and altogether
insupportable as Christians.

The drama of our Redemption is
thrilling from beginning to end. The
Liturgical setting is the most
exquisitely beautiful thing in the
world. There is a haunting, heavenly
loveliness in  both, which s
inescapabile. It is difficult to imagine a
person whose sensibilities are so dull
as to be wholly incapable of at least

some tremor of reactlon albelt in spots
and at times.

The beauty of the Crib, the majesty
of the Cross, the wonder of the
Sepulchre, the joy of the Garden, the
glory of the Mount, send echoing
Glorias and Hosannas and Misereres
and A***'s which have inspired so
many of the world’s greatest artists to
lay the first fruits of their arts at the
feet of the King of Kings. Every liturgist
and musician, every architect and
sculptor, every painter and poet and,
yes, actors too, by the sheer beauty of
their works, have proclaimed through
their creations dedicated to the glory of
God, the powerful acclamation "Praise
to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of
creation." The Arts truly attain the
loftiest heights of human achievement
when they become such an offering.

Lent admits us to the intimate love
of Our Lord. It reveals the sacrificial
energy which is the essence of the
purist love. It reminds the world that
greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friends. It reminds us that without that
love, whosoever liveth is counted dead
before God.

So here we have the objective of
Lent. It is to grow in Faith, Hope and
Charity.
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February

Sunday 23rd

Sexagesima
11am Sung Mass
Ld

March

Sunday 2nd
Quinquagesima
(Comm: St Chad)
11am Sung Mass

Followed by Monthly
Healing Service

b3
Wednesday 5th
Ash Wednesday
12 noon Low Mass

With blessing and
imposition of Ashes

X

Sunday 9th
LentI
11am Sung Mass
With imposition of Ashes for
those unable to be in Church of
Ash Wednesday
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To make a
donation for
Flowers in
Church—Please

see Mrs Margaret Mead
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CONTACTS

Rector
Bishop Damien Mead
Tel: 07944 811143
Email: dmead@anglicancatholic.org
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Honorary Assistant Priest
Father Raymond Thompson
Tel: 07443 438465
Email: frraythompson@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Dr Roy Hipkiss
Parish Treasurer: Mrs Kerry Scott
Organist: Mr Louis Collins
Cantor: Vacant

Caretaker: Nikki Thompson
Tel: 07889 186555

Handyman: Tibor Veres
Tel: 07591 149352

We are to deepen our faith in
Christ, through an appreciation of His
Life, Death and Resurrection and their
meaning. This will help us to be more
trusting in our hope, which is in the
promises of Christt And, in our
cultivation and growth in Charity, our
prayer life will reflect a growth in love
for God and for those for whom we are
bound to pray.

It is not too hard to give an half hour
in the early morning, when we have in
mind and heart the well-being of those
for whom we have set ourselves to
pray. It is not too hard to send Arrow
Prayers of intercession when we hear
of a person or cause that needs prayer
during the course of our daily lives. It
is not too hard to give a portion of our
time before closing our eyes in prayer
to offer thankfulness to God and turn
over to him the cares, the needs, the
worries and the joys we have had
during the day.

It is a real satisfaction to offer up an
additional service or a visit to the
Sacrament with an intention of special
devotion to Our Lord in His life of
solitude and prayer. In doing so we
grow to know Him better.

We are to develop self-discipline in

order that we may become selfless for
Him. It is not burdensome to endure
discipline that sets us free to do the
will of God. It is a satisfying incentive
to keep in mind those who will be
made happy by our unselfish service
and devotion. It will mean so much to
them, that we will be glad to pay the
little it costs us.

We are to develop the charity that
rejoices in generosity. We are to train
ourselves to give for the joy of giving.
Not to do so to seek reward for
ourselves but to get better at
visualizing the needs of others and to
learn to care more is the real reward
for the notable duty of almsgiving. It
opens one's heart to the world which
is so dear to the Sacred Heart.

A Lent that will make for growth in
the knowledge and love of God, will
be a happy Lent and a Lent well kept.
Gesima-tide is the time to make sure
we arrive ready for a this kind of Lent!
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR ...

For HH Pope Francis, Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Diane and Mike Smith; Roy Hipkiss,
Todd and his family; Colin Rumens; Ann Chapman; Margaret and Peter Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles
Maylor; Fr Ed Bakker; Deb & Stephen Stuck-Samuels; John Sullivan; Don and Rhonda Contreras; Fr
Robert McBride; Canon Don Walker, Sally and Craig Pengilly, Sally and Michael Lyth, Dimitri Rouchos,
and for Anna, for Ron Holmes, Fr Warwick Jaundrill, Fr Patrick Sheiner. We continue to pray for HM The
King, Vickie Wall; Stephen Beasley, Jan Collins, Barbara Bowers; Karl Routledge-Wilson, Nicola Baker,
Quinn Hollick, Sandra Robinson, and all afflicted with cancer.

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or paper copies.

es, the growth of our Church Family.

China.

For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and villag-

For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, the Middle East and

. For Peace in the Holy Land and Lebanon, in Ukraine and Russia and throughout the World.

(] For the victims of violence and civil unrest, war, terrorism and crime.

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

° The Military Ordinariate, Episcopal Visitor, the Rt Rev Donald Lerow, the chaplains,
their families and the service men and women in the Armed Forces of our Member

Nations whom they serve;
. Our ACC clergy and brethren in Wales
. The people of Wales.

And we remember the recently departed: especially: Oliver Nolan and those whose anniversaries fall at this time,

especially: Dennis Gegg

" Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them
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