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    Have you heard the term 
“cafeteria-style” religion? It denotes 
an increasingly common develop-
ment, whereby people (even ‘fully 
paid up’ members of a particular     
religion) pick and choose the bits they 
like, and the bits they don’t like.  

    This is perhaps seen no more 
starkly than in modern Christianity. 
For example, I have encountered 
Christians who say they do not       
believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 
was born of a Virgin, or do not        
believe that on the third day he rose 
from the dead.  

    Now, I am not talking about people 
who genuinely have a problem        
believing or understanding these 
things, but are seeking to understand 
and are open to teaching. No, I mean 
people who have come to the         
conclusion that it doesn’t matter or 
isn’t necessary to believe these 
things to follow Christ.  I once         
remember a sermon from a newly 
ordained deacon (not in the ACC) 
who preached that being a Good     
Samaritan was only necessary if you 
were wealthy — if you were poor, you 
didn’t need to trouble yourself.  

     I have even heard the occasional 
Clergyman, or woman, describe 
themselves as a “Buddhist           
Christians”, or as someone who      
follow what they term “Christ-
consciousness” in other world          
religions.  

   Since what one believes about God 
is so critical, for anyone to corrupt the 
truth about God, is an inexcusable 
act “These hast thou done, and I kept 
silence; thou thoughtest that I was 
altogether as thyself: [but] I will        
reprove thee, and set them in  order 
before thine eyes." Psalm 50:20 

    Among the sins to which we             

humans are prone, hardly any other is 
more hateful to God than idolatry, for 
idolatry is at bottom a libel on His   
character. The idolatrous heart        
assumes that God is something other 
than He actually is — and substitutes 
for the true God one made after its 
likeness. Always, this god, will         
conform to the image of the one who 
created it and will be base or pure, 
cruel or kind, according to the moral 
state of the mind from which it             
emerges.  

    A God begotten in the shadows of a 
fallen heart will quite naturally be no 
true likeness of the true God. The      
essence of idolatry is the                     
entertainment of thoughts about God 
that are unworthy of Him. It begins in 
the mind, where the idolater simply               
imagines things about God and acts 
as if they were true.  

    When idolatry is transferred from 
one heart into others and ultimately 
into a congregation of Christians,     
disaster results.  

    The   first   backward step for any 
church away from orthodoxy is taken 
when it surrenders its high opinion of 
God. When the “Christians” attending 
its services, come to believe that God  
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Please Note            
We regret there will be no weekday 

(including Wednesday) services for 

the time being — except as below. 

February 
 

Sunday 5th 

Septuagesima                      
(Comm:  St Agatha) 

11am Sung Mass 

Followed by Healing Service & 
Blessing of Throats  

 

Sunday 12th 

Sexagesima                      
(Comm:  St Benedict Biscop) 

11am Sung Mass 

 

Sunday 19th 

Quinquagesima                       

11am Sung Mass 

 

Wednesday 22nd 

Ash Wednesday                    

12 noon Low Mass 

With blessing and imposition 
of ashes 

 

Sunday 26th 

First Sunday in Lent                      

11am Sung Mass 

 

Canon Don and Di Walker; Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Diane Smith, Sue 
Fletcher; Todd, David and Sheila; Colin Rumens; Ann Chapman; Pauline Allison; Harrison and 
Edward Eckert; Margaret and Peter Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Vickie Wall; Pat 
Johnson; Fr Ed & Liz Bakker; Deb Stuck; Angela, Barrie and Sylvia; Kathleen Dunford; Sarah, 
David, Nicole and Corrina Winterburn;  Deacon Jong; Malcolm Munn; Barbara Bowers; Isabella 
Ighodaro, Fr Howard Marsh, David Miller, Graham Owen, John Sullivan, Roy        Hipkiss, 
those who mourn the loss of loved ones.  

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or 
paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside 
and villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Middle East 
and China. 

• For Peace in Ukraine and Russia and throughout the World.  

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• The Province of Southern Africa, Most Rev Dominic Mdunyelwa (Archbishop); 

• Good Shepherd & St Tudwal, Conwy, N Wales, Fr Gareth Parry (Priest in Charge),   

Fr Ron Evans (Hon. Assistant); 

• Greater love and understanding between those who disagree.  

And we remember the recently departed: especially Anthony McFegan, Thomas John Satterthwaite, 

Deacon David Jewess, Kim Proctor-Walsh, Barbara Henderson, Jaine Meredith Kite, David 
Lewis Dix, priest, and those whose anniversaries fall at this time:     

 Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord   R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them  
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is different from what He actually is; 
and that is heresy of the most          
insidious and deadly kind.  

     The heaviest obligation lying upon 
the Christian Church today is to purify 
and elevate her concept of God until it 
is once more worthy of Him. 

    To be honest, I think many have             

accepted a concept of the God of the 

Bible and whittled it down to a        

manageable proportion; they re-

fashion God to fit their own                

expectations and to serve their own 

desires. And so modern man has 

"exchanged" the glory of the             

incorruptible God for a lesser god who 

will be convenient. The result -- the 

awe we owe God is lost.                         

     So on this Septuagesima                

Sunday, the beginning of the               

pre-Lent period, when our minds                

begin to ‘shift gear’ from the joy of        

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany to be 

more sombre in our reflections during 

the coming Lent, I ask a question of 

you?                     

 How do YOU foster 

the AWE of GOD in 

your life and in your 

worship? 

 

Dates for your diaries:                                           

Sat 29th April — Diocesan Synod,                                   
Sun 30th April — Visit of Archbishop Haverland 
Sat 3rd June — 150th Anniversary Service 

CHURCH                          
FLOWERS 

To make a                    
donation for 
Flowers in 

Church—Please 
see Mrs Margaret Mead 

Rector  

Bishop Damien Mead 

Tel: 01797 321704 & Ansaphone 

Email: dmead@anglicancatholic.org 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Father Raymond Thompson  

Tel: 07443 438465 

Email: frraythompson@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary: Mr Roy Hipkiss 

Parish Treasurer: Mrs Kerry Scott 

Organist: Mr Louis Collins 

Cantor: Mr Barnabas Sharp 

Caretaker: Mr Tibor Veres                  
Tel: 07591 149352 

 


