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     In the Collect for 
today, we pray that 
“the Holy Spirit may 

in all things direct and rule our 
hearts”. Of course, this should be at 
the bottom of every prayer we utter, 
but in praying every prayer, we must 
always remember, that we also have 
a part to play in the process of         
obtaining an answer. We must make 
ourselves receptive so far we can. 
We must do our part in creating an 
atmosphere through which God can 
manifest this answer to us, because it 
may not come as we expect, wish or 
desire.   

   We must put our whole selves into 
this prayer, “that the Holy Spirit may 
in all things direct and rule our 
hearts”. This means turning our 
souls, our minds, our bodies, our 
thoughts, our desires and our wills to 
that intention.  

   We must mean what we say      
before we can say what we mean. 
Now if you think that’s a case of 
‘double Dutch’ we must remember 
that we cannot make this preparation 
without help  “Without Thee we are 
not able to please Thee” is not merely 
a pious phrase, it is a statement of                 
revelation and discovery. The way to 
this discovery leads us through 
strange and startling and unforgetta-
ble experiences.  

    The world around us tells us that 
we must always be strong - the 
‘survival of the fittest’ is an oft              
repeated phrase, and “me, me, me” 
seems to be a the culture! But for the 
Christian it is in the forgetting of self 
that we truly find ourselves.  

    This letting go of ’Me’ isn’t easy.  
We are not perfect and God knows 
that better than we sometimes do 
ourselves, and it is only at the cost of 
many failures that we learn the short 
limits of our own strength and the  
instability of our natural resources.      

     All the suffering we endure is,        

however, worthwhile, if in the end the 
conviction is fully allowed to resonate 
within us - that without God every-
thing is impossible. After we truly 
appreciate this, it is but a small step to 
the discovery that with God all things 
are possible.  

    The moment we discover that we 
need to be directed we find our way. 
The moment we discover that we need 
to be ruled, we found our freedom. 
The Holy Spirit requires for His         
operations, a sensitive, responsive 
and obedient subject. This is essential 
if we wish for His intervention to direct 
and rule us to be effective.  

   To allow the Holy Spirit to work in us 
requires just a few short steps;  

    Firstly, there comes the turning of 
the mind from self to God. This turning 
implies distrust of self and trust in God. 
It is called conversion.  

    Secondly, there comes a sorrow for 
the sins which have offended God, 
dimmed our vision and dulled our sen-
sibilities. This is called contrition. 

     Thirdly, there comes the fulfilment 
of contrition by confession, satisfaction 
and amendment.  

     Fourthly, there comes the for-
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October 
 

Sunday 23rd 

Trinity XIX 

11am Sung Mass  

 

Wednesday 26th 

Blessed Alfred the Great 

12 noon Low Mass 

 

Sunday 30th 

Christ the King                      
(comm Trinity XX) 

11am Sung Mass  

 

November 
 

Sunday 6th 

Octave of All Saints                
(Comm Trinity XXI) 

11am Sung Mass 

Followed by Healing Service  

 

No Weekday Mass this week 

 

Sunday 13th 

Trinity XXII 

Remembrance Sunday 

10:45am Sung Mass 

 

Canon Don and Di Walker; Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Diane Smith, Sue 
Fletcher;  Barbara Henderson; Todd, David and Sheila; Colin Rumens; Ann Chapman;      
Pauline Allison; Harrison and Edward Eckert; Margaret and Peter Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr 
Miles Maylor; Vickie Wall; Pat Johnson; Fr Ed & Liz Bakker; Deb Stuck; Angela, Barrie and 
Sylvia; Kathleen Dunford; Sarah, David, Nicole and Corrina Winterburn;  Deacon Jong;      
Malcolm Munn; Barbara Bowers; Isabella Ighodaro, Fr Howard Marsh, David Miller, Graham 
Owen, John  Sullivan, Jaine Meredith Kite, Roy Hipkiss, For Peace in Ukraine and Russia and 
throughout the World.  

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or 
paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding country-
side and villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Middle 
East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• Diocese of Aweil, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Wilson Garang; 

• For ACC Churchwardens, parish councils. All ACC flower arrangers and church clean-

ers;  

• The Bishop’s Council of Advice and the Officers of the Diocese, especially Dr Mark 

Morgan (Secretary), Mr Michael Smales (Treasurer), Dr Frank Wiswall (Chancellor).  

And we remember the recently departed: especially Paul Fletcher and those whose anniversaries fall at 

this time: Diana Gillian Parry, Robert Acott. 

 Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord   R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them  
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giveness which heals the breach and 
effects     ‘at-one-ment’ with God. 

      Fifthly, there comes Communion 
whereby we are united with God, and 
there is serenity, the heart is fixed in 
God, and there is stability, and the will 
is united with God, and there is 
strength. 

      Sixthly, there comes surrender 
whereby the offering of ones own self 
is made. Down to the deepest and   
innermost recesses. Every instinct, 
appetite, desire, affection, emotion,       
inclination and impulse must be       
surrendered. Every thought, sugges-
tion, memory and association must be 
surrendered. 

    Then, finally, comes the flood of 
light. Then comes true freedom. Then, 
comes the assurance of total faith. 
Then comes the peace that passeth all 
understanding. Then comes to fruition 
our prayer - that the Holy Spirit may in 
all things direct and rule our hearts. 

 

Looking ahead — Please note that 
our Sunday service on Remembrance 
Sunday 913th November) begins 15 
minutes earlier to allow for an Act of 

Remembrance and 2 minute silence at 
11am. 

    As I mentioned at the end of Mass last 
Sunday, next year will see the 150th   
Anniversary of the laying of the founda-
tion stone of this Chapel. I intend for us 
to have a fitting celebration and service 
of thanksgiving on Saturday 3rd June 
2023.  
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To make a                    
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see Mrs Margaret Mead 

Rector  

Bishop Damien Mead 

Tel: 01797 321704 & Ansaphone 

Email: dmead@anglicancatholic.org 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Father Raymond Thompson  

Tel: 07443 438465 

Email: frraythompson@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary: Mr Roy Hipkiss 

Parish Treasurer: Mrs Kerry Scott 

Organist: Mr Louis Collins 

Cantor: Mr Barnabas Sharp 

Caretaker: Mr Tibor Veres                  
Tel: 07591 149352 

 


