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    I would very 
much like to ex-
press my gratitude 

for your prayers and messages          
during the past week, since I tested 
positive for Covid. I am on the road to 
recovery, but still poorly.  

     While the world looks on at the    
conflict in the Ukraine, and when we         
consider the horrors of shootings in 
schools and shopping centres.  When 
we see on our television screens and 
read in our newspapers appalling   
images of rocket attacks and the 
dead and injured, of calls to ban or 
limit firearms in America and the     
increase in knife crimes in the UK. As 
Christians we know it is important 
that these matters are in our prayers.  

   For the first 300 years of                 
Christianity the Church was, on the 
most part, what could be termed, 
Pacifist. Here is a sample of what 
some early Church Fathers said 
about joining the military:  

   St Clement of Alexandria wrote in 
217 A.D.: “He who holds the sword 
must cast it away and that if one of 
the faithful becomes a soldier, he 
must be rejected by the Church, for 
he has scorned God.”  

    The pacifist tradition is, on the 
whole, based on an interpretation of 
part of the Sermon on the Mount.     

    Jesus said: “Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto 
you, That ye resist not evil: but who-
soever shall smite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the other also.” 
Matthew 5:38-39.  

     Following Christ’s command to 
turn the other cheek, many believe 
that it is better to suffer violence than 
it is to commit violence.  

      In Romans 12:17-21, St Paul lays 
out the responsibility of the Christian. 
“Recompense to no man evil for evil. 
Provide things honest in the sight of 
all men. If it be possible, as much as 

lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men.”  

     Notice the qualifier, “if it be         
possible.” What is St Paul saying? 
There will be times when you cannot 
be at peace with all men. But when it 
is possible, when it depends on you, 
as an individual, strive for peace. 

     “Dearly beloved, avenge not your-
selves, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in 
so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good.”          
Romans 12: 19-21 

   Although War is never good and is 
never ‘right’, it is sometimes                   
necessary.  

    Why? Because sin is an ever               
present reality that has to be dealt 
with.  

    “From whence come wars and     
fightings among you? come they not 
hence, even of your lusts that war in 
your members? Ye lust, and have not: 
ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have 
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Canon Don and Di Walker; Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Paul and Sue 
Fletcher; Barbara Henderson; Todd, David and Sheila; Colin Rumens; Ann Chapman; Pauline 
Allison; Harrison and Edward Eckert; Margaret and Peter Martin; Dorothy Hipkiss; Fr Miles 
Maylor; Elizabeth Bell;  Vickie Wall; Pat Johnson; Fr Ed & Liz Bakker; Deb Stuck; Angela and 
Hazel; Sarah, David, Nicole and Corrina Winterburn;  Kathleen Dunford; Deacon Jong; Bishop 
David Haines; Malcolm Munn;  Barbara Bowers; Isabella Ighodaro, Fr Howard Marsh, David 
Miller, Gordon Hodgson, Graham Owen, Raymond Dibble, John Sullivan.  All those effected 
by the Coronavirus, especially Bishop Damien. For Peace in Ukraine and Russia, and 
throughout the World.  

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or 
paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding country-
side and villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Middle 
East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• Diocese of Lahore, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Mushtaq Andrew; 

• St Mary & St Eanswythe, Dartford, Kent, Dr Roy Fidge, Warden;  

• The end of pandemic diseases. Those who have no access to medication or             

vaccination. For the fairer distribution of healthcare.  

And we remember the recently departed: especially NN and those whose anniversaries fall at this time: 
NN  

 Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord   R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them  
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not, because ye ask not.”James 4:1-2.  

     At the forefront of most wars and 
conflicts is an idolatry that says,  

    “I want more. I want what you have. 
I am better than you.”  

     Most of it is rooted in human sin.              
Political parties and institutions are not 
necessarily evil in themselves,          
although it is true there are ideologies 
that some of them espouse which are 
evil. But they would not gain ground if 
Evil were not rooted in every human 
heart until goodness take it’s place 
and it is banished.  

     I have noticed a tendency for some 
who do not believe in God to cast 
scorn on those who say they will offer 
prayers for those suffering from man’s 
inhumanity to man. “What good is 
that?” they ask, “They don’t need     
prayers, they need something useful 
or something practical”.  

     The battle for souls begins not in 
the physical world, no matter how     
terrible the suffering, but the spiritual. 
Christian’s understand these threats 
so sinister and terrible, and maintain 
their faith because they know that, for 
all the terrors they suffer, it is the loss 

of their souls they fear the most.  

     For St Paul tells us in Ephesians 6: 
12-13 “… we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  

      Jesus said in his Sermon on the 
Mount Matthew 5:10-12: “Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for righteous-
ness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: 
for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you.”                                

    Forgiving our enemies and being     
reconciled with those with whom we are 
odds is a commandment Jesus gives us.     

     But as with all 
Jesus’ command-
ments it comes at a 
cost.  
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