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   “Likewise, I say 
unto you, there is 
joy in the presence 
of the angels of God 

over one sinner that repenteth.” (Luke 
15:10) is the last verse of our Gospel 
reading today. And it is of Angels I wish 
to write today. 

   From the first moment of our existence 
God has assigned to each of us an      
angel. To help us, to watch over us, to 
protect us, to inspire us, to warn us, to do 
whatever that angel can, to help get us to 
heaven. 

   How wonderful is that? How beautiful 
the thought. That each one of us — from 
the moment we are created and right 
now has an Angel by our side. There is a 
being, an entity, whom we cannot         
see, whom we cannot hear, but who    
nevertheless really loves us and is trying 
to help us on our journey to heaven. 

   The importance of belief Angels is          
centred on this last fact - they call us to 
believe in something beyond our                 
experience, and beyond our knowledge. 
It is impossible to deny the fact that Bible 
is full of Angels and the New Testament 
practically glitters with them from the    
Annunciation to the end of the world.  

    Angels slip between the presence of 
God and man, making God present to 
man and man to God. It is very easy        
to argue that we have no need of         
intermediaries; we have Jesus Christ the 
sole mediator. It is true we have no need 
of Angels, or, for that matter, of saints or 
even the ongoing prayers of the Blessed 
Virgin, but they are part of God’s           
absolute generosity to us and are as 
much a part of God’s mystical Body as 
we are. Wherever God is, there too one 
finds the whole court of Heaven.  

   God is united to us by numerous 
threads. He is with us, we see this world 
as being separated from heaven by the 
thinnest of veils which is continual       
penetrated. In the Mass especially, we 
break through the veil; and so we join the 
Angels and Saints as we prayerfully sing.  

   In reciting the Gloria, the Sanctus and 
the Agnus Dei we are joining with the 
Angelic Choirs. The Mass continually 
reminds us of this mystery; angels and 
saints are constantly referred to or       

invoked.  

  Angels continue to be popular out there 
in the world beyond the walls of the 
Church. However it is only within the 
church that we can be absolutely certain 
that we are being taught the reality of 
these messengers and servants of God. 
Many “New Age” devotees ascribe powers 
and intentions to Angelic Beings which the 
Angels of God do not own.         

   An Angel is a created being, not THE      
Creator. An Angel has an intelligence and 
a free will. An Angel thinks — but more 
clearly than we do; and an Angel loves — 
although more purely than we do. 

    Because an Angel is a pure spirit, an 
Angel is not weighed down by a body. An     
Angel doesn’t need food or rest or sleep or 
drink. An Angel does not get old with age 
or creaky with arthritis. An Angel is light 
and fast and brilliant. That is why when we 
draw pictures of Angels we always put 
them in robes and give them wings.  

     I’m sorry to disappoint you, but I really 
do doubt if they have wings — although I 
suppose they might appear with them if 
that would be helpful to us — it is just that 
that is the best way to imagine how high 
above us they are. God has assigned one 
of these Angels to each of us. 

   How does a Guardian Angel guard us? 
In a variety of ways. Our Guardian Angel     
whispers subtly and beautifully into our 
hearts that this or that course of action — 
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Canon Don and Di Walker; Chris Bosworth; Margaret and Laurence Mead; Paul and Sue 
Fletcher; Barbara Henderson; Todd, David and Sheila; Colin Rumens; Ann Chapman; Pauline 
Allison; Harrison and Edward Eckert; Margaret and Peter Martin; Margaret Bendelow; Dorothy 
Hipkiss; Fr Miles Maylor; Elizabeth Bell;  Vickie Wall; Pat Johnson; Fr Ed & Liz Bakker; Deb 
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Deacon Jong; Bishop David Haines; Malcolm Munn;  Barbara Bowers; Isabella Ighodaro, Fr 
Howard Marsh, David Miller, All those effected by the Coronavirus. For Peace in Ukraine and 
Russia, and throughout the World.  

For Gordon Hodgson and Ruth Tesfavye confirmed last Sunday by Bishop Damien in St      
Alban’s, Salford. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on our Notice Board outside Church and all who receive email or 
paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding country-
side and villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Middle 
East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• ACC Diocese of Kenya, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev John Kamande Ndegwa; 

• St Cuthbert's House Group, Durham, Dr Peter Hurst, Convenor; 

• The International Red Cross, disaster relief and humanitarian organisations.  

And we remember the recently departed: especially Br David Amason and those whose anniversaries fall 
at this time:   

 Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord   R/s: And let light perpetual shine upon them  
 

(Parish) www.staugustineacc.uk   (Diocese) www.anglicancatholic.org.uk 

that this or that person is better for us — 
and if we choose that which is better, we 
will be doing God’s will — and helping    
ourselves and our friends and family get to 
heaven.  

    I often think at the end of our lives, 
when our souls leave our bodies, and we 
are brought before God’s Judgment Seat, 
we will meet our Guardian Angels. And we 
will fall in love with them, because they will 
be so beautiful, and we will ask them: How 
did you help me all those years on earth? 
And our Guardian Angel will reply: “Do you 
remember when such and such was     
happening in your life, and you were     
troubled and it was pretty difficult, and 
things looked pretty dark, and you really 
didn’t know what to do, but you chose to 
respond in a certain way, and little by little 
it started to come together for you and 
eventually it all turned out okay? And you 
were happy again. And we will say, “Yes. I 
remember that.” And the Angel will tell us: 
“Well that was me.”  

   Of course, our Guardian Angel cannot 
force us to do good, or do evil. Even God 
cannot do that. The All-Powerful God is   
powerless in the face of the free will he 
has given us. And that is why we need all 
the help we can get in order to survive this 
life — and get to the next.  

    But we must beware, for although there 
is a multitude of the heavenly host wishing 

us nothing but good. There are a few fallen  
angels too. Unfortunate creatures who have 
fallen from God’s grace because they have 
succumbed to temptation. They are no     
longer Angels of light - they are devils, and 
they want to ensnare us  and entrap us and 
make us fall. Indeed St Peter warns us today 
about the devil prowls around seeking whom 
he may devour. These fallen spirits want to 
tell us that money and things and earthly 
pleasure will make us happy and satisfy us. 

    These demons have the same attributes 
as the good angels – they do not eat, drink 
or sleep – this means they can be at work 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days plus 
trying to penetrate our defences.  

      However, this in one of the chief ways in 
which our Guardian Angels work for us –    
protecting us against our spiritual enemies.     

      Today we heard that the Angels delight 
in a sinner who repents … how could it be 
otherwise with these, our wonderful angelic 
fiends. We also hear the parable of the lost 
sheep. Jesus is our shepherd and we the 
sheep of his flock and he goes to such       
incredible lengths to protect us and save us 
from the ravening wolves, all manner of foes, 
and from our own self-
ish desires. No matter 
how distant we may 
feel we are from Him, 
He never leaves us.                                                                                                          
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