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Alleluia!             
Christ is risen!                            

     The Days after Our Lord’s Resurrection 

were, for his disciples, filled with equal 

amounts of wonder, joy, fear, faith,          

assurance, hesitancy and recognition. One 

emotion followed quickly on another. It all 

made a very strange concoction of days 

packed with unforgettable emotion.  

    That first Easter was a day that was vivid 

and gripping and endless. And the thing 

that happened was the most important 

thing that ever had happened or ever will 

happen again. It was an astounding day. 

Yet it was also such a simple, quiet day. 

The quiet after the storm of Holy Week.  

     Once the disciples had seen the risen 

Lord, the unexpected thing seemed to     

settle down into the expected thing. The 

thing that had happened seemed to be the 

only thing that could have happened. It was   

almost as if they suddenly took it all for 

granted — but not in a flippant or            

inconsequential way. The surprise, the fear 

and the hesitancy gave way to recognition 

and peace and happiness.  

      At first the events of Holy Week and the 

Resurrection were overwhelming. But then 

they became fundamentally supporting. 

Life started all over again. And that point 

they sensed a foundation that was firm.                  

Apprehensiveness had dropped away.              

Everything that had been worthwhile in the 

old life remained. Everything that had been 

regrettable had dropped away. An endless 

newness opened out. They themselves felt 

new. They not only felt like it, but they     

actually were new, detached from their old 

unhappy past. They had been                

transformed into the substance of which 

Apostles and Martyrs are made. They took 

this transformation for granted too, without 

stopping to think about it. They never 

looked back. They looked straight ahead. 

Their old nature transplanted with the new. 

And all that they could see was the new life, 

now so much and so really their own, that 

they could not imagine any other. This new 

life was the Disciples very own. They were 

keen to get on with it. And they went on and 

on and on. They could do this because they 

had Our Lord with them. They knew the    

mystery of forgiveness. They knew the power 

of an endless life. They found out at last that 

former things can pass away, and that all 

things can be made new. It was not Christ 

who was dead. It was death that was dead. 

This is the Peace of Christ which Christ      

bestows upon those who follow him. The 

Peace he offers the Church and it is this 

Peace which the World is in so much need. 

     As we celebrated Easter Day, we were 

only too aware of the war in Ukraine. Not 

there only to be sure, in other parts of the 

world too, along with terrorism, political    

oppression and dictatorships. Discrimination 

and persecution. The complexity of human       

affairs, the struggles the problems. The 

Church of England’s Archbishop of                 

Canterbury used his Easter Day sermon at 

our much bigger neighbour Cathedral, in          

Canterbury, to question and condemn the 

British Governments proposals to send      

illegal migrants to Rwanda for processing. 

Certainly an extremely important concern, 

although whether Easter Day is the most 

appropriate time and a homily the best     

vehicle to register concern is perhaps      

questionable.  

     Truly, for those Christians unable to       

celebrate Easter as freely as we do, with 
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some of our brethren walking the Way of the 

Cross more closely than we. Rest assured 

their experience of the Resurrection will be 

all the greater for it. Their tears and sorrow 

have already been replaced with a joy we 

can scarcely imagine. This is not a matter of 

shadowy hope. It is a matter of fixed belief.      

      The Peace of God with passes all            

understanding is what is needed in the 

World. We Christians, who are truly an Easter 

people, must proclaim this. We are                

solemnly vowed to believe all the articles of 

the Christian Faith. The dazzling climax of 

that Faith for us is the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life  

everlasting. The sins we repent of will drop 

away. The evils we repudiate will be          

banished. The virtues we struggle for will 

remain. We shall lose the worst and keep 

the best. The life transitory will give way to 

the life everlasting.  

    It was Easter then. It is Easter now. It will 

be Easter forever. The last desperate      

struggles of the evil one, no matter how     

heinous, cannot prevent Christ’s victory over 

sin and death; over the world and the devil! 

The victory has already been won. This is the 

message the world and those struggling within 

it need to hear. This is the duty of the Church to 

proclaim on Easter Day and      EVERY Day. Yes, 

we must pray and work  towards an end to suf-

fering. While, unquestionably we must try to be 

practical as well as spiritual in our Christianity. 

First and foremost we must acknowledge that 

God has shown us in the Person of Jesus the 

way to live, love and be happy in His peace. 

He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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