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         Some years 
ago I posted a 
comment on social 
media (Facebook) 

which elicited a very flattering         
response from one of my friends, 
when he commented “That’s my new        
favourite quote”! 
      What had I written?  

"I am, in all Christian humility, often 
wrong about almost everything,       

except those things that my           
opponents think they are almost    
always completely  right about!" 

    I had to think for a moment      
whether this was something I had 
written ‘anew’ or whether it was a   
regurgitation of something I had once 
read, because it sounded too clever 
for me. But it seems it was 100%     
Damien Mead! 
     The problem with quotations is 
that over time one cannot be           
always sure where they originated. 
Take for example Sir Winston 
Churchill’s famous comment:  
“Great Britain and the United States, 

two great nations divided by a       
common language!”  

Mark Twain is also credited with this, 
as are a large number of  others. 
     Archbishop William Temple and 
C.S. Lewis are also, it seems, in    
competition for saying something that 
I wish to share today.  

“The Church is the only society       
on earth that exists for the benefit     

of non-members.” 
     Where do we find the roots of the 
truth of this statement and what IS 
the truth it contains? In the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28) Jesus tells 
us to “Go make disciples of all        
nations,” thereby putting this concept 
at the centre of the calling and        
mission of the Church. It is NOT      
however a command to go out and 
do good works to spread good cheer 
and harmony. BUT to make disciples,     
because it is reasonable to think  that 
Jesus is assuming that his disciples 

WILL, in fact, DO good works, BE of 
good cheer AND live in harmony —   
although sadly this still is an aim rather 
than an achievement for many in the 
Christian Church.    
   Let’s put this in context. Our Lord 
speaks these words as He is taking 
leave of the disciples, he doesn’t       
engage in a ‘group hug’ - he tells  
them to go out and recruit others! And 
that’s critical for all of those who call         
themselves Christians to understand 
concerning the mission of the Church 
in the world. 
    Some years ago in Washington, 
DC’s, National Cathedral, Muslims 
were invited to the first  ever recitation 
of Muslim Prayers in the Cathedral. 
Not everyone was happy at this and a 
brave woman who made an              
impassioned proclamation that “Jesus 
was Lord” was swiftly escorted from 
the Cathedral by security. 
     ‘The Washington Post’ Newspaper 
reported afterward that; “The Very 
Rev. Gary Hall, Dean of the Cathedral, 
spoke of Saint Benedict, who he said 
believed equally in the importance of 
prayer and hospitality. Marvelling at 
the sounds of Arabic prayers, which he 
called  “a beautiful sacred language in 
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a beautiful sacred space,” Hall said he 
hoped the service would serve “as the 
start of more efforts to work together 
for good.” 
   The Muslim call to prayer goes thus: 
“Allah is Most Great. I bear witness 
that there is none worthy of being   
worshipped except Allah.  I bear      
witness that Muhammad is the       
Apostle of Allah. Come to prayer.  
Come to Success. Allah is Most Great. 
There is no deity except for Allah”.         
Muslim teaching about Jesus is that 
he was a Prophet only and not, as 
Christian’s believe, Divine. 

   Freedom of expression, of belief, of 
certain human rights are among those 
things put forward to support such 
events. Generally I agree, in context, 
but freedom of expression and of     
religious belief must include an        
appreciation that for the Christian the 
fundamental foundation upon which 
our Faith rests is that Jesus said that 
He “is the way, the truth and the life” 

(John 14:6). In these words, Jesus was    
declaring Himself the great “I Am,” the 
only path to righteousness, the only true 
measure of righteousness, and the 
source of both physical and spiritual life. 
He was staking His claim as the very 
God of Creation, the Lord who blessed 
Abraham, and the Holy One who         
inhabits eternity. He did this so the      
disciples would be able to face the dark 
days ahead and carry on the mission of 
declaring the gospel to the world.              
Of course, we know from Scripture that 
they still didn't understand, and it took 
several visits from their risen Lord to 
shake them out of their disbelief. But 
once they understood the truth of His 
words, they became changed people. 
Please God that ALL who call them-
selves Christian understand the      
immensity of this Truth. Because the 
world needs it per-
haps even more 
today than it did 
2000 years ago. 
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