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 Our Lord’s words 
in the Gospel to-
day “Consider the 
lilies of the field” 

always brings the Blessed Virgin 
Mary into my mind, perhaps because 
Trinity XV often falls close to the 
Feast of her Nativity, as it did this 
past week, (not to mention today     
being a Marian Feast as well!). Have 
you ever wondered why lilies are    
associated with her? 

   Very early on in the history of the 
Church, but especially in the early 
middle ages, people saw Our Lady’s 
attributes in the herbs and flowers 
growing around them and named 
many plants after her.  

     Legends about the flowers          
developed as people sought to       
connect them with events from St 
Mary's life. 

   Our Lady was associated with this 
passage from the Song of Songs: "I 
am the Rose of Sharon, the lily of the 
valleys." (2:1) 

     Roses and lilies became Mary's 
flowers. A legend from the second 
century says that when Our Lady’s 
tomb was opened to show St Thomas 
that her body had been assumed into 
heaven, it was filled with these       
flowers.  

    The Venerable Bede (673-735) 
compared Our Lady to the lily... the 
white petals signifying her bodily      
purity, the golden anthers the glowing 
light of her soul.... 

The Madonna lily was associated 
with the Annunciation, and lilies are 
often depicted in scenes of the         
angel's visit to Mary. 

    Tradition tells us that the Amazon 
lily was the Star of Bethlehem guiding 
the Magi to Jesus. Other lilies were 
associated with Mary. The red lily 
was Mary's lily, and the Martagon or 
turban lily was called Our Lady's 
Tears. Hosta or plantain lily was the         
Assumption lily. 

     Rose legends proliferated, reaching 
their peak in the twelfth century. The 
Rosa Alba turned pink when Mary 
blushed at the angel's Annunciation, 
the Christmas Rose sprang up to        
provide flowers for the poor shepherd 
girl who had no gift for the Infant       
Jesus, the Rose of Jericho marked the 
spot where the Holy Family rested   
during their flight into Egypt, and the 
Rose Campion saved the life of a lord 
who prayed "Our Lady's Psalter." 

     In the fourteenth century the  poet 
Dante called Mary "the Rose, in which 
the divine Word became flesh...." 
Many artists of the fifteenth century 
painted Mary with roses, often in a 
rose garden. 

    Although the Rose and Lily are so 
closely associated perhaps it is worth 
listing other flowers that have a       
connection too. 

    The marigold is so named because 
it means “Mary's Gold” and early 
Christians placed the flowers around 
statues of Mary, offering the blossoms 
in place of coins. It was told that Mary 
used the blossoms as coins. A legend 
says that during the flight into Egypt 
the Holy Family was accosted by a 
band of thieves. They took Mary's 
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purse and when they opened it,                

marigolds fell out. 

   The lowly violet was associated with 
humility and became known as Our 
Lady's Modesty. It was said to have 
blossomed when Mary said to the     
Angel Gabriel, who had come to tell 
her she was to bear the Son of God, 
"Behold, the handmaid of the Lord." 

    The white snowdrop became a  
symbol of Mary's purity and was called 
the Flower of Purification because it 
bloomed on February 2nd, the Feast 
of the Purification of Mary. In Italy and 
other countries in Europe the statue of 
Mary was removed from the altar on 
that day and snowdrops were strewn 
in its place. This day was also the 
feast of the Presentation of Jesus in 
the Temple.  

   Other flowers are columbine,        
juniper, rosemary and clematis and 
many others too. Perhaps the        
loveliest legend of all concerns       
Lavender which was said to have    

received its scent after Mary laid Jesus' 
clothes on the plant to dry. 

      Perhaps all these flowers and their 
connection seem fanciful. Well focus 
then on the point Our Lord was               
making in today’s Gospel and use the 
flowers to remind you of Mary’s faithful-
ness and of her 
instruction to do 
whatever her Son 
tells you — then 
truly you have 
nothing to fear! 

    

Advance Notice: 

Saturday 2nd October at 12 noon 

 A short service of blessing of                 
animals for St Francis Day (4th)  

on the forecourt of Church.  

Weather and a sufficient number of       
animals present, permitting!  

RSVP if you want to come and let us 
know what particular animal friend(s) you 

may be bringing. 
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