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    21 years ago 
this month, Roy 
Hipkiss and I    
established the 

independent fostering agency ‘Credo 
Care Ltd’ specialising in the care of 
children and young people with       
disabilities and complex medical 
needs. Over the years we have seen 
many children being placed with    
our families as an alternative to     
hospital or residential care. Each 
child and young person is unique. 
Sometimes the prognosis or                  
diagnosis with which they have been 
labelled is very ‘negative’ and              
occasionally very inaccurate. 

We once had two young siblings in 
temporary care, who were diagnosed 
as profoundly deaf (and coming from 
a mother also profoundly deaf) who 
we were told could only communicate 
through British Sign Language 
(although it transpired one of the 
boys had perfect hearing and only 
communicated through Sign           
Language because of his Mother and 
Brother). Another referral was for a 
little boy who we were told would, if 
we were lucky, only occasionally     
respond to light. Within a few short 
weeks, placed with exceptional       
carers, he was sitting up laughing 
and playing with toys.  It is sadly true 
that some of the children have life 
limiting conditions, and a few very 
short life expectancy. Although our 
experience tells us they often exceed 
any such expectancy.  

    Some years ago, the ‘renowned’ 
atheist Richard Dawkins created 
something of furore when he           
responded on Twitter to a woman's 
comment about what she should do if 
she were found to be pregnant with a 
baby with Down Syndrome. "Abort it 
and try again. It would be immoral to 
bring it into the world if you have the 
choice," tweeted Dawkins in            
response. 

    Dawkins has since apologised for 

the offence caused, although his     
apology also expounded on the       
reasoning behind his opinion, which he 
still  believes firmly is the only              
reasonable option. Of course, he 
doesn’t believe that life, as Christian’s 
understand it, is God given and begins 
at the moment of conception. He is 
only being consistent in his opinions — 
which needless to say I don’t agree 
with. Why? Because I do not think that 
we human beings can play ‘God’ with 
other peoples lives. If, with all our    
wonderful scientific technology and 
achievements, our medical break-
throughs and the development of      
research we can make mistakes in 
prognosis and diagnosis I do not      
believe we can make the choice of 
what constitutes ‘Quality of Life’ and 
dismiss as ‘worthless’ or, as he also 
tweeted, his solution was justifiable 
because their life and contribution to 
society is not “Enhanced”. 

    Disability does bring with it many 
questions and many challenges - 
some of which are not easy. Today’s 
Gospel reading recounts Jesus as the 
one who  “… maketh both the deaf to 
hear and the dumb to speak”.                       
However, do you notice something  
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Trinity XIV 

11am Sung Mass 
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Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

12 noon Low Mass 
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Church open from 10am to 
6pm for the Friends of 

Kent Churches Sponsored 
Ride and Stride 

 

Fr Don & Di Walker, Chris Bosworth, Margaret and Laurence Mead, Paul Fletcher,  
Barbara Henderson, Todd, David and Sheila, Colin Rumens, Frederick Chadwick, 
Ann Chapman, Diane Young, Megan Young, Pauline Allison, Harrison and Edward 
Eckert, Margaret and Peter Martin, Margaret Bendelow, Dorothy Hipkiss, Fr Miles 
Maylor, Elizabeth Bell,  Vickie Wall, Pat Johnson, Fr Ed & Liz Bakker, Deb Stuck, 
Angela, Hazel, Karl, Millie Armstrong, Sarah and David Winterburn and their     
daughters Nicole and Corrina, Robert and Kathleen Dunford, Br Botolph OSB,    
Deacon Jong, Malcolm Munn. All those effected by the Coronavirus.  

For those who read these Parish Notes on the Notice Board outside and all who receive email or paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and 
villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, the Middle East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• Diocese of Kenya, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev John Kamande Ndegwa;  

• Lay Readers, deaconesses and other lay Ministries in the Church of God.  

• All altar servers and acolytes;  

• The poor, homeless and destitute and those who seek to help them.  

 

And we remember the recently departed: specially,  and those whose anniversaries falls at this time:  

 

P:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord   R: And let light perpetual shine upon them  

(Parish) www.staugustineacc.uk 

(Diocese) www.anglicancatholic.org.uk 

interesting here in our reading today? 
Throughout the New Testament very 
rarely do we have a relating of the    
intimate emotions of Jesus. Yes we 
know Scripture tells us that “Jesus 
Wept” and also that he was angry in 
the Temple in Jerusalem when he 
caste out the money changers as we 
heard a couple of weeks ago.    Today 
we hear that he looked up to heaven 
and “sighed”. Many modern                   
commentators suggest he was               
showing compassion on the man he 
was healing. But Jesus healed so 
many, he could read the secrets of 
many hearts, he could see suffering all 
around him.  So let’s revisit this       
verse in light of it’s context and in light 
of what we know about these         
manifestations of his Divinity and     
purpose. It was the man with a        
disability that Jesus was sighing for, 
he was sighing not for with physical 
deafness, dumbness or blindness. He 
was instead sighing for those with      
spiritual deafness — the inability to 

hear the Good News of the Gospel;      
spiritual dumbness — the inability to 
speak of this Good News; and spiritual 
blindness — a failure to recognise the 
signs and wonders that proclaimed His 
true identity.  

   That Richard Dawkins is a clever man, 
intelligent and articulate (most of the 
time) but he suffers from spiritual deaf-
ness, spiritual dumbness and spiritual 
blindness. It is for him and those like him 
for whom Jesus sighs. Of course, since 
he doesn’t believe in Jesus’s divinity and 
has no belief in God, this will not worry 
him. But as we are told God does not 
desire the death of a sinner. We shall 
pray for him and those like him - that 
their deafness, dumbness and blindness 
will lift. Because these are the disabilities 
which last beyond the portal of death.  
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