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    One of the first 
devotional books I 
ever read was 
The Imitation of 

Christ by Thomas a Kempis (1380-
1471). Thomas was born in the       
village of Kempen near Düsseldorf, 
Germany. When he was a boy he 
attended a school operated by the 
Brethren of the Common Life. He 
was so impressed with their spiritual       
ideals, that he later joined the        
community. 

    Although he carried out whatever 
tasks were given to him, Thomas       
preferred to devote his time to           
reflection, prayer, reading, training 
new members of the community, and      
copying manuscripts. The other              
brothers eventually recognised                    
Thomas’ calling to meditation and 
writing, and they tried not to bother 
him with the mundane affairs of      
running a community. 

     Thomas a Kempis and the other 
members of the Brethren of        
Common Life did much to bring     
spiritual revival throughout the      
Netherlands. They brought spiritual 
instruction to common people, and 
they helped to bring about reforms in 
monasteries and convents. 

     The book I mentioned above is his 
most famous work and it has endured 
for over 500 years. However,      
Thomas wrote several other            
devotional works, biographies,        
sermons, letters, poems, and hymns. 
The theme running throughout is a 
deep adoration of Christ. 

   Thomas wrote: “When Jesus is with 
us, everything is well. Nothing seems 
difficult. However, when Jesus is         
absent, everything is hard. When  
Jesus does not speak to our heart, all 
other consolations are unavailing. 
However, if Jesus speaks but a single 
word, we are comforted enormously. 
Did not Mary rise at once from the 
place where she cried when Martha 

said, ‘The Master has come and is 
asking for you’? Oh, how happy is the 
hour when Jesus calls us from tears to 
joy. How dry and hard your heart is 
without Jesus. You are truly foolish 
and empty if you desire anything other 
than Jesus.” 

   Today, in our Gospel reading, we 
hear of Jesus earliest disciples                   
forsaking all and following him.       
Thomas a Kempis had something to 
say about this, it focuses on the        
importance of placing love of Jesus at 
the very center of our lives.  

   “Blessed is he” he writes in The               
Imitation of Christ; “who appreciates 
what it is to love Jesus and who        
despises himself for the sake of Jesus. 
Give up all other love for His, since He 
wishes to be loved alone above all 
things.  
    Affection for creatures is deceitful 
and inconstant, but the love of Jesus is 
true and enduring. He who clings to a 
creature will fall with its frailty, but he 
who gives himself to Jesus will ever be 
strengthened.  
   Love Him, then; keep Him as a 
friend. He will not leave you as others 
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At the end of Mass we have 
our Monthly Healing            

Service following which we 
conclude with the             

Angelus (in the back of the 
white Mass Booklets) in the 

Lady Chapel. 

Sunday: 11 am Sung Mass  (1st Sunday: Healing Service)   Holy Days:  As Announced 
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July 
 

Saturday 10th  

XXIX Diocesan Synod 

11am High Mass 

1.15pm Synod Meeting 

In person and via Zoom 

 

Sunday 11th 

Trinity VI (Comm Solemnity 
of St Benedict)  

11am Sung Mass 

 

Sunday 18th 

Trinity VII (Comm St Bernard 
Mizeki)  

11am Sung Mass 

 

Sunday 25th 

St James (Comm Trinity VIII)  

11am Sung Mass 

 

August 
 

Sunday 1st 

Trinity IX (Comm St Peter's 
Chains & st Paul) Lammas 

Day 

11am Sung Mass followed 
by Healing Service 

Fr Don & Di Walker, Chris Bosworth, Margaret and Laurence Mead, Paul Fletcher,  
Barbara Henderson, Todd, David and Sheila, Colin Rumens, Frederick Chadwick, 
Ann Chapman, Diane Young, Megan Young, Pauline Allison, Harrison and Edward 
Eckert, Margaret and Peter Martin, Margaret Bendelow, Dorothy Hipkiss, Fr Miles 
Maylor, Elizabeth Bell,  Vickie Wall, Pat Johnson, Liz Bakker, Deb Stuck, Angela, 
Hazel, Vera and Karl, Millie Armstrong, Sarah and David Winterburn and their 
daughters Nicole and Corrina, Robert and Kathleen Dunford, All those effected by 
the Coronavirus.  

For those who read these Parish Notes on the Notice Board outside and all who receive email or paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and 
villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, the Middle East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• Diocese of Aweil, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Wilson Garang;  

• ACC Churchwardens and parish councils.  

• All ACC flower arrangers and church cleaners;  

• The International Red Cross, disaster relief and humanitarian organisations.  

And we remember the recently departed: specially, Frank Butler and those whose anniversaries falls at 

this time Alice Acott 

 

P:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord   R: And let light perpetual shine upon them  

(Parish) www.staugustineacc.uk 

(Diocese) www.anglicancatholic.org.uk 

do, or let you suffer lasting death. 
Sometime, whether you will or not, you 
will have to part with everything. Cling, 
therefore, to Jesus in life and death; 
trust yourself to the glory of Him who 
alone can help you when all others fail 
… the man who does not seek Jesus 
does himself much greater harm than 
the whole world and all his enemies 
could ever do.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Next Saturday we host the Diocesan 
Synod at St Augustine’s—Mass will be 
celebrated at 11am and the Meeting is 
scheduled to begin at 1.15pm 

          

 

   

CHURCH                          
FLOWERS 

To make a                    
donation for 
Flowers in 

Church—Please 
see Mrs Margaret Mead 

Rector  

Bishop Damien Mead 

Tel: 01797 321704 & Ansaphone 

Email: dmead@anglicancatholic.org 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Father Raymond Thompson  

Tel: 07443 438465 

Email: frraythompson@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary: Mr Roy Hipkiss 

Parish Treasurer: Mrs Kerry Scott 

Organist: Mr Louis Collins 

Cantor: Mr Barnabas Sharp 
 

Caretaker: Mr Andy Hall                      

Tel: 07703 677932 


