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Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!          
  

     Today is the 
4th Sunday after 
Easter and our 

thoughts in the Gospel for today are 
directed once more to that Last      
Supper before the events of Good 
Friday. Jesus is talking to his         
disciples and telling them some     
pretty hard things, which as of that 
point they did not understand. Only 
later, when the Holy Spirit, the      
Comforter, whom Jesus referred to 
as the Spirit of truth, came upon 
them, would they understand what 
He meant. 
     Understanding that it is the Holy 
Spirit giving discernment of God’s will 
for the Church is essential when      
we begin to consider with whose     
authority the Church teaches the 
Faith. 
     This has always been a struggle 
for the Church. Listening to the still 
small voice amid sometime heated 
debate and angry exchanges can be 
difficult. 
    St. Athanasius, who we            
commemorate today, lived during the 
reign of the Emperor Constantine, at 
a time when the Church was          
beginning to leave the catacombs 
and starting to become organised in a 
way that it hadn’t been possible       
before.  The persecutions of the      
previous centuries slowed and 
stopped as the influence of the pagan 
priests and temples declined. There 
was suddenly a new influx of people. 
Some no doubt truly being converted, 
others finding it expedient to be     
identified with this new religion.      
Perhaps because of this change, the 
Church suffered from something even 
worse than the pagan persecutions: 
the scourge of heresies and internal 
divisions. 
 

    One of the most infamous heresies 
was Arianism. The followers of Arius 
believed that Our Lord Jesus Christ 
had only a human  nature and was not 
God. They admitted that He was an 
extraordinary man, but not God. This 
heresy implied the negation of the    
entire Catholic Religion, because to 
reduce Our Lord to a mere man is to 
deny almost all the dogmas of the 
Catholic Church. 
    The Arian party were very powerful. 
They quickly spread around the      
Mediterranean and attained considera-
ble influence in the imperial court and 
influenced an enormous number of the 
faithful, priests and Bishops. 
     In the fight against Arianism, the 
great giant was St. Athanasius. He 
was the Patriarch of Alexandria, one of 
the most important episcopal sees of 
the time. Because of the Arian plots 
against him, he had to flee the city five 
times, spending 17 of the 46 years of 
his episcopate in exile. He was not   
only persecuted, but also threatened 
with death in that tremendous fight in 
which he was involved. His principal 
weapon against Arianism was his ser-
mons; his words were taken down, 

PARISH  NEWS  
A Very Warm  

WELCOME 
Today is  

Easter IV         
(Comm: St Athanasius) 

2nd May 2021 

The Propers of the Mass 

begin on  Page 538      
of the red                                 

Book of Common Prayer 

and Page C19 of the     

Anglican Missal 

Our Monthly Healing 
Service will follow the 

Last Gospel. 

 

At the end of todays service 
we conclude with the             

Regina Caeli (in the back of 
the white Mass Booklets) in 

the Lady Chapel. 

Sunday: 11am Sung Mass                Holy Days:  As Announced 

Please read our  Covid-19 worship notice 

Thank you 

Our Organ doesn’t like them 



Par ish News  

Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  A R E  A S K E D  F O R  . . .  

Page 2 

May 
 

Sunday 2nd        
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Comm St Athanasius 

11am Sung Mass 

Followed by                     
Healing Service 

Celebrant: The Bishop 

Preacher: The Bishop 

 

Sunday 9th      

Easter V  / Rogation Sunday                                  
Comm St Gregory Nazianzus 

11am Sung Mass 

Celebrant: Fr Ray 

Preacher: Fr Ray 

 

Thursday 13th 

Ascension Day 

12 noon Sung Mass 

Celebrant: The Bishop 

Preacher: The Bishop 

 

Sunday 16th     

Sunday After Ascension 

11am Sung Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Don & Di Walker, Chris Bosworth, Margaret and Laurence Mead, Paul Fletcher,  
Barbara Henderson, Todd, David and Sheila, Danny and Colin Rumens, Frederick 
Chadwick, Ann Chapman, Diane Young, Megan Young, Pauline Allison, Harrison 
and Edward Eckert, Margaret and Peter Martin, Margaret Bendelow, Dorothy       
Hipkiss, Fr Miles Maylor, Elizabeth Bell,  Vickie Wall, Pat Johnson, Liz Bakker, Deb 
Stuck, Angela, Hazel, Vera and Karl, Millie Armstrong, Sarah and David Winterburn 
and their daughters Nicole and Corrina, All those effected by the Coronavirus. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on the Notice Board outside and all who receive email or paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and 
villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, the Middle East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• Diocese of the South, Bishop Ordinary - the Most Rev Dr Mark Haverland; 

• The Board of Ministry and for the Ordinands and Readers in-Training of the DUK 

and vocations.;  

• The Barnabas Fund and other relief and campaigning agencies working with     

persecuted Christians.  

 

And we remember the recently departed: specially, and those whose anniversaries falls at this time  

 

P:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord   R: And let light perpetual shine upon them  
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copied, and spread throughout the   
Roman Empire. 
 St. Athanasius should encourage us 
to resist all the heresies which still  
beset the Church of God, often given 
an overhaul, and perhaps dressed up 
in fresh colours and given new names. 
Arianism in many ways was a          
prefigure of many ills today and should 
lead us to have a special devotion to 
St. Athanasius and ask him to help us, 
protect us and enlighten us in our     
ministry and mission. 
    St Athanasius is also remembered 
for his impact on the New Testament 
itself. The church was inspired to  
write the books of the New              
Testament in its early days, but there 
was debate and dispute for over three 
hundred years as to which books 
should be in and which books should 
be out.  

    In a letter to his diocese in 367,                
Athanasius listed the books he thought 
were authoritative. His list is the one 
on which the church finally agreed, 

and which we continue to use.  

    I find it hard to think of a figure since 
the New Testament who has had a 
greater impact on the church's life than 
Athanasius. Jesus said the Holy Ghost 
would lead the church into all truth, and 
the career of Athanasius proves it.  

    Although St. Athanasius died at      
Alexandria on May 2, 373. It is perhaps 
no mistake to find the word "Athanasius" 
means "not dead" or “immortal”. 

     Healing Service: Today we will       
resume our custom of closing our        
service with a brief Healing Service on 
the First Sunday of the Month. Those 
who wish to receive the laying on of 
hands and anointing with Holy Oil are 
encouraged to come forward to the Altar 
Rail. I will clean my hands between each 
person who comes forward. Please 
make sure you   
are wearing your 
mask. 
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