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Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!          

 
    Christians are 
to be recognised 
by their readiness 

openly to confess Christ before God 
and men. That is why it is important 
to say, when we recite the Creed      
“I believe” and not as the majority of 
people today in the modern Church 
say, “We believe”. Our faith must be 
a personal faith, that doesn’t,                
however, mean the same thing as a 
private faith.  Our faith in Christ must 
involve complete commitment.  

     We learn that “God hath given to 
us eternal life”; but his purpose is to 
make us partakers of new life from 
God. We discovered that “this life is 
in his Son”. We discern and believe 
that “Jesus is the Son of God”; we 
are made aware that he came “not 
only by water, but by water and 
blood”. The response required from 
us at these revelations is nothing less 
than full self-committal to God        
himself, Incarnate in Jesus Christ. 
We must not only believe that Jesus 
IS the Son of God, we must also be-
lieve ON the Son of God.  

    The first Sunday after Easter is still 
very much part of our Easter                   
celebration, although traditionally 
known as Low Sunday, no Sunday is 
ever “Low”. Each Sunday takes the 
form of a commemoration of the 
Great Queen of Festivals, Easter. 
Today’s gospel reading is taken from 
the same chapter in St John’s Gospel 
as Easter Sunday. Verses 19 and 20 
describe the manifestation of the     
risen Lord to his disciples. In St 
Luke’s Gospel we find recorded that 
there were others there beside the 
Apostles (see St Luke 24: 33). “The 
doors were locked for fear of the 
Jews”. Fear seems to have been     
uppermost in all their minds, mingled 

with doubt and perplexity. They were 
bewildered, baffled, incredulous - and 
afraid.  

    Suddenly Jesus came and stood in 
the midst and said, “Peace be unto 
you”. The “Peace” he spoke was in 
truth a “comfortable word” to quiet the 
hearts of those anxious and troubled 
disciples. He then showed them the 
marks of the nails in his hands and the 
wound in his side, where the soldier’s 
lance had been thrust as he hung      
upon the Cross. This was the                  
guarantee that He who now stood 
among them as the living one, was the 
same person who three days earlier 
had been crucified, dead and buried. 
Jesus continued to appear to His              
disciples to show them this truth until 
the day of His Ascension. 

      St Leo the Great, whose feast day 
we commemorate today, wrote 
“Throughout the whole period between 
the resurrection and ascension, God’s 
providence was at work to instil this 
one lesson into the hearts of the        
disciples, to set this one truth before 
their eyes, that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was truly born, truly suffered and 
truly died, should be recognized as 
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April 
 

Sunday 11th         

Easter I (Low Sunday) 

11am Sung Mass 

Celebrant: The Bishop 

Preacher: Fr Ray 

 

Sunday 18th         

Easter II                                     
(Good Shepherd Sunday) 

11am Sung Mass 

Celebrant: The Bishop 

Preacher: Fr Gareth Parry 
from our North Wales               

Mission 

 

Sunday 25th         

St Mark (Comm: Easter III) 

11am Sung Mass 

Celebrant: Fr Ray 

Preacher: The Bishop 

 

May 
 

Sunday 2nd        

Easter IV                                    
Comm St Athanasius 

11am Sung Mass 

Celebrant: The Bishop 

Preacher: The Bishop 

Fr Don & Di Walker, Chris Bosworth, Margaret and Laurence Mead, Paul Fletcher,  
Barbara Henderson, Todd, David and Sheila, Danny and Colin Rumens, Frederick 
Chadwick, Ann Chapman, Diane Young, Megan Young, Pauline Allison, Harrison 
and Edward Eckert, Margaret and Peter Martin, Margaret Bendelow, Dorothy       
Hipkiss, Fr Miles Maylor, Elizabeth Bell,  Vickie Wall, Pat Johnson, Liz Bakker, Deb 
Stuck, Angela, Hazel, Vera and Karl, Millie Armstrong, Sarah and David Winterburn 
and their daughters Nicole and Corrina, Mark Harper, Robin Anderson. All those 
effected by the Coronavirus. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on the Notice Board outside and all who receive email or paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and the surrounding countryside and 
villages, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, the Middle East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• ACC Diocese of Australia and New Zealand, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Ian Woodman; 

• Lay Readers, deaconesses and other lay Ministries in the Church of God.  

• All altar servers and acolytes;  

• The elderly, care homes, independent living schemes and warden assisted pro-

grammes.  

And we remember the recently departed: Tom Lowery, Ian D. Anderson, Bishop. specially, and those 
whose anniversaries falls at this time  

 

P:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord   R: And let light perpetual shine upon them  
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truly risen from the dead. The blessed 
apostles together with all the others 
had been intimidated by the                          
catastrophe of the cross, and their 
faith in the resurrection had been              
uncertain; but now they were so 
strengthened by the evident truth that 
when their Lord ascended into                    
heaven, far from feeling any sadness, 
they were filled with great joy.” 

     Christ gave to His disciples 
“Peace”. From this comes great joy: 
“Then were the disciples glad when 
they saw the Lord”.  

     On that first Easter Day the Lord 
gave his disciples three things: A   
commission to be fulfilled, a promise 
to be realised, and a gospel (Good 
News) to be preached.  

 

 

 

A Liturgical Note … 

    Why do the clergy      
celebrating Mass  at St 

Augustine’s have their 
back to the congrega-
tion so often during the        
service? 

     In the simplest of 
terms “Ad orientem” (which means “to 
the east” in Latin) is a continuation of the 
ancient practice of praying towards the 
East. Generally when a priest faces the 
altar he is leading his people to God and 
representing them before the Throne of 
Grace. When turning and facing the    
people he is representing God to the 
people. This helps to remind all of us 
that the primary purpose of the worship 
we offer, whether collectively or            
individually is always focussed on God. 
Christian fellowship and friendship is   
important, but first and foremost this 
must be anchored firmly in                  
God-focussed, worship! 
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