
Anglican Cathol ic  Church of  St  August ine  
                   East l ing Road,  Painters  Forsta l ,  Kent  ME13 0DU  

   Today is Palm 
Sunday, and we 
enter the most 
sacred week in 

the Church Kalendar: Holy Week. 

     Today's service begins differently 
to our usual Sunday Mass. The first 
part of the service consists of the 
blessing and distribution of Palm 
Crosses. Ordinarily a solemn         
procession is an important part of    
our ceremony, however we will this 
year content ourselves with a ‘virtual’ 
procession in spirit. Through sharing 
in this we can transport ourselves 
back in time to that first Palm Sunday 
when Jesus entered Jerusalem, not 
as some mighty warrior king on the 
back of a great war horse, but, as 
had been foretold by the prophets 
long before His birth, riding on the 
back of a donkey. The King of Peace 
and Love. 

   We spiritually join that throng of 
people singing out loud Hosannas 
and holding our Palm Crosses aloft 
with joy.  However, amid all the       
celebration we are only too aware 
where this journey is leading Our 
Lord. For even now, as he enters     
Jerusalem he falls under the shadow 
of the Cross erected on Calvary, 
where he is to pay the ultimate price 
for our sins. 

   My brothers and sisters take a     
minute to ask yourselves a question. 
A question er must dare to ask! Do 
we have anything in common with 
that throng of people gathered to   
welcome him all that time ago?  

  On the face of it we may answer; we 
are 21st century folk here in a       
modern Country. How can we have 
anything in common with those First 
Century Jews?  

    But, beware, the joy we have as          
Christians, rejoicing in the presence 
of Our Lord as we worship him week 
by week and receive his most Sacred 
Body and Most Precious Blood, is so 

often betrayed when we continue to 
not allow God to transform us and we 
do not address seriously our sins.  

    When our actions, words and 
thoughts continue to betray Him        
exactly as those who welcomed him 
on that first Palm Sunday with shouts 
of joy, were only too willing to shout 
out accusations and condemnations 
against him on Good Friday. 

     The beautiful Palm Sunday Collect 
in our Prayer Book is a fitting              
introduction to Holy Week, with its     
solemn readings of the story of our 
Saviour’s Passion as contained in 
each of the four gospels. The actual 
events of Palm Sunday and the         
triumphal entry into Jerusalem were 
brought to our attention back in the 
gospel reading for the First Sunday of 
Advent - now we focus our attention 
on the suffering and death which were 
the purpose of Christ’s coming, as also 
the culmination of His last journey to 
Jerusalem. Archbishop Thomas          
Cranmer must have had St John 3: 16 
in mind when he composed todays 
Collect for the 1549BCP and added        
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Fr Don & Di Walker, Chris Bosworth, Margaret and Laurence Mead, Paul Fletcher,  
Barbara Henderson, Todd, David and Sheila, Danny and Colin Rumens, Frederick 
Chadwick, Ann Chapman, Diane Young, Megan Young, Pauline Allison, Harrison 
and Edward Eckert, Margaret and Peter Martin, Margaret Bendelow, Dorothy       
Hipkiss, Fr Miles Maylor, Elizabeth Bell,  Vickie Wall, Pat Johnson, Liz Bakker, Deb 
Stuck, Angela, Hazel, Tom, Vera and Karl, Millie Armstrong, Sarah and David      
Winterburn and their daughters Nicole and Corrina, and for Mark Harper. All those 
effected by the Coronavirus. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on the Notice Board outside and all who receive email or paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and Ospringe and the        
surrounding countryside, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, the Middle East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• Diocese of Rwanda, Fr Shadrack Niyibizi, Administrator 

• St Alban the Martyr, Salford, Greater Manchester, Canon Charles Johnson, Parish 

Priest; Deacon Gustaf Stenström, Assistant Curate. 

• Peace in the Holy Land  

And we remember the recently departed:  specially, AND those whose anniversaries falls at this time  

P:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord   R: And let light perpetual shine upon them  

(Parish) www.staugustineacc.uk 

(Diocese) www.anglicancatholic.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the phrase “thy tender love towards 
mankind” to the beginning of this prayer. 
It was because God “so loved” that He 
“gave” the greatest gift that he could   
ever give - his only begotten Son. Not 
only must we follow the example of his 
great humility, but also that of his        
patience. The word here carries the    
original meaning of suffering. We too 
must suffer with him, must die to sin, and 
rise again unto righteousness as St Paul 
asserts in Romans 6: 1- 11. The Cross 
must become an event in our lives, so 
that we can say with St Paul “I have 
been crucified with Christ; yet I live, and 
yet no longer I, but Christ lives within 
me”.  

   There will be no Sermon today … 
the Passion Gospel we shall hear 
speaks for itself. 

    Remember    
No Vigil on Holy 
Saturday this year. 

       

CHURCH                          
FLOWERS 

To make a                    
donation for 
Flowers in 

Church—Please see Mrs            
Margaret Mead 

Requests for names to be added to our weekly prayer lists may be made by writing the prayer  intention (names and reason) in 

clear printed writing on paper and given to the clergy. If you wish the intention to remain private—note that and the details will 

not be published on this weekly sheet  

Rector  

Bishop Damien Mead 

Tel: 01797 321704 

Email: dmead@anglicancatholic.org 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Father Raymond Thompson  

Tel: 07443 438465 

Email: frraythompson@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary: Mr Roy Hipkiss 

Parish Treasurer: Mrs Kerry Scott 

Organist: Mr Louis Collins 

Cantor: Mr Barnabas Sharp 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES 
(Subject to change please visit our Facebook Page or our website to check) 

 


