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     This year with 
so many shops 
closed there is 
one increasingly 

common practice which, I imagine, 
will be diminished. I am writing about 
what happens on Christmas Eve, 
sometimes even when there are last 
minute Christmas shoppers franticly 
trying to buy that last minute gift!   
Shop staff can be seen replacing 
Christmas decorations with Sale 
Signs and moving ‘seasonal stock’ 
back into store rooms.  

     I have known people who stop 
greeting each other with a “Merry 
Christmas” on Boxing Day, because, 
for them, Christmas is over for        
another year! Not so for Christians, 
however! The ’World’ has it all back 
to front. Commercial Christmas or the 
secular ’feast’ of Winterval, starts in 
November and ends promptly on 
Boxing Day! But for us, Christmas 
continues. Firstly because we have a 
have the Christmas Octave … that’s 
because Christmas (like so many   
other important days in the Church 
year) is SO stupendous we can’t fit it 
all in to just 24 hours! This means a 
full eight days of Christmas. So it 
hasn’t ended, we are still radiating 
the glow of the Feast, and I don’t 
mean the after effects of eating too 
muchTurkey!  Then amazingly in   
January, our decorations become 
Epiphany decorations and our Stable 
becomes the Epiphany House and 
the 3 Magi arrive! THEN we have   
another Octave!      

     Of course ‘Merry Christmas” has 
very little to do with a Christian 
Christmas. “Happy Christmas” is     
better, “Joyous Christmas” is even 
better. As for “Happy New Year”? 
Well, we are already five weeks into 
our Christian New Year which began 
on Advent Sunday. But perhaps this 
year we can all be forgiven for hoping 
2021 is better than 2020. 

    At the risk of sounding to a casual 

observer like Scrooge, “Merry Christ-
mas” has nothing to do with the true 
meaning of our Christmas Joy :  "Thou 
shall call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins." "They 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us." 

     Christmas, is all about God        
showing us how much He loves us. It 
is God's will to save us from our sins.  
And Christmas is all part of God’s plan 
to save us, by being with us, while we 
are being saved.  

    If we can grasp this we shall under-
stand the connection between the 
Manger, the Cross, the Empty Tomb 
and the Altar.  

    If we can recognise the Emmanuel 
in the Manger, the Saviour on the 
Cross, the Victor of the Empty Tomb, 
the Real Presence in the Sacrament of 
the Altar, we shall have the Gospel, 
the Good News, of our Redemption in 
clear outline. 

    Left to our own achievements,      
accomplishments and dreams, we can 
find no hope for redemption. The law 
of cause and consequence is            
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* No congregational singing 
of hymns. Fr Don & Di Walker, Chris Bosworth, Margaret and Laurence Mead, Paul Fletcher,  Barbara Henderson, 

Todd, David and Sheila, Margaret Miles, Danny and Colin Rumens, Frederick Chadwick, Ann Chapman, 
Diane Young, Pauline Allison, Harrison and Edward Eckert, Ina Bond, Margaret and Peter Martin,        
Dulcie Fidge, Margaret Bendelow, Dorothy Hipkiss, Fr Miles Maylor, Fr Roger Bell, Vickie Wall, Pat    
Johnson, Liz Bakker, William and Nancy Spencer, Stacy Sawyer, Kody Sawyer, the Hall Family, and all 
those effected by or suffering from the Coronavirus and other infectious diseases. 

For those who read these Parish Notes on the Notice Board outside and all who receive email or paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and Ospringe and the surrounding    
countryside, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, the Middle East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• Diocese of New Orleans, Bishop Ordinary - Rt Rev Terry Lowe;  

• ACC Churchwardens, parish councils. All ACC flower arrangers and church clean-

ers;  

• The poor, homeless and destitute and those who seek to help them.  

And we remember the recently departed:  specially, AND those whose anniversaries falls at this time   

P:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord   R: And let light perpetual shine upon them  

(Parish) www.staugustineacc.uk 

(Diocese) www.anglicancatholic.org.uk 

inexorable. "Whatsoever a man         
soweth, that shall he reap."  

    Nor can we find ground for           
complaint on the score of injustice. If 
this were really the end of the tragedy 
of spiritual and moral failure, there 
would be nothing but spiritual death 
and moral decay to look forward to. 

    But NEWS FLASH …. It is not 
God's will that we should die but live. It 
is not God's will that the purpose for 
which we were created should be     
defeated.  

    It is quite true that a miracle of     
redemption is beyond our power to 
understand or to achieve on our own. 
This is precisely why the work of            
redemption is a miracle.  

    A miracle is an act of God, for which 
no force or combination of forces 
known to us can account. So what 
man cannot do for himself, God wills 
to do for him. Jesus Christ is God.    
Because He is God He can be        
Saviour. In the Manger each of us can 

see God. At the Manger each of us looks 
upon the miracle of our own        re-
demption. 

    Because Our Lord is Emmanuel, that 
is remember “God with us”, He makes 
the way and marks the way of redemp-
tion and accompanies each pilgrim on 
the way. The way is measured for each. 
No two ways are quite alike because no 
two people are quite alike. But there is 
one end for all.  

    Whatever the experiences may be, 
each is an experience in discipleship. No 
matter how testing and trying our         
discipleship is, of one thing we may be 
sure.  

    We may be sure that Our Lord never 
leaves us for one moment. 

So, a very Merr …NO …  

Happy Christmas! 

CHURCH                          
FLOWERS 

To make a                    
donation for 
Flowers in 

Church—Please see Mrs            
Margaret Mead 

Requests for names to be added to our weekly prayer lists may be made by writing the prayer     intention (names and reason) in 

clear printed writing on paper and given to the clergy. If you wish the intention to remain private—note that and the details will 

not be published on this weekly sheet  
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