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            In todays 
reading from St 
Paul’s Epistle to 
the Philippians 

we are reminded “For our citizenship 
is in heaven”.  

    We find this also in his letter to the 
Colossians: “And let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts, to the which 
also ye are called in one body; and 
be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one        
another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord. And            
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus,    
giving thanks to God and the Father 
by him.” (Colossians 3:15–17). 

     When we were raised with Christ 
(Colossians 3:1; Ephesians 2:6), we 
became citizens of heaven.  As       
citizens of heaven living on earth, 
what should be our priorities? The 
priorities of an earthly citizen are 
earthly, concerned with only the     
temporary things of this world, but the 
priorities of a heavenly citizen should 
be heavenly, concerned primarily with 
things of eternal value.  

    In Colossians 3:1, Paul says to the 
Colossian believers, “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.” 

     In the first verse, he gives the 
foundation for the rest of his        
teachings in the chapter. The         
believer’s new heavenly position in 
Christ should effect a radical change 
in us. When we accepted Christ as 
our Lord and Saviour, we were        
unified with him in such a way that 
everything that happened to Christ, 
happened to us. We died with him on 
the cross, removing the penalty of sin 
and breaking the power of sin (verse 
3). When Christ returns we will come 
with him in glorified bodies (verse 4). 

As believers, we were raised with 
Christ and seated in the heavenly 
realms (Colossians 3:1; Ephesians 
1:3). We are now heavenly citizens. 

    This knowledge of our heavenly   
citizenship, should affect how we live. 
We should think on heavenly things 
instead of earthly things (verse 1). We 
should take off the “clothes” of sin and 
put on the clothes of righteousness 
such as patience, forgiveness,         
compassion, humility, and love.       
People should be able to identify us as 
citizens of heaven because of these 
‘clothes’ that is to say, the attitudes we 
display. Our membership of Christ’s 
Kingdom  should affect everything and 
be always in our minds. 

    In Colossian's 3:15–17, Paul          
concludes his discussion about the 
clothes of a heavenly citizen by        
looking at the priorities of the heavenly 
citizen. A priority is one’s focus, what 
we give a great deal of our time and 
attention to. We can tell these are     
priorities of the heavenly citizen         
because he spends more time on 
these clothes than the previous ones. 
They are the outermost garments of 
the heavenly man, those that cover all 
the others.  

    When confronted with the text 
“Render unto Caeser” I think our re-
sponse must be to compare how much 
attention we give to earthly things and 
how much to heavenly things — if the 
first outweighs the second we need to 
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Guidelines and Rules 

In accordance with Government 
guidelines we    ask those using the 
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and use hand sanitiser. 
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Following the Prime 
Minister’s Statement on 
Saturday 31st October 

concerning a 2nd                        
National Lockdown     

beginning on 5th                  
November for 4 weeks, 

we regret that our                
Public Worship during 

that period has been               
cancelled. 

The recording of        
Services will be  

uploaded to Bishop 
Mead’s YouTube              

Channel during this   
period. 

 

Next Public Service 

Sunday 6th December 

Advent II 

(Comm St Nicholas) 

11am Low Mass 

 

 

Fr Don & Di Walker, Chris Bosworth, Margaret and Laurence Mead, Paul Fletcher,  Barbara Henderson, 
Todd, David and Sheila, Margaret Miles, Danny and Colin Rumens, Frederick Chadwick, Ann Chapman, 
Diane Young, Pauline Allison, Harrison and Edward Eckert, Ina Bond, Margaret and Peter Martin,        
Dulcie Fidge, Margaret Bendelow, Dorothy  Hipkiss, Fr Miles Maylor, Fr Roger Bell, Vickie Wall, Pat 
Johnson, Edward Wilkinson, Liz Bakker, William and Nancy Spencer, Stacy Sawyer, Kody Sawyers, and 
James Burkhart mourning the death of his wife Rose, all those effected by or suffering from the Corona-
virus and other infectious diseases.  

For those who read these Parish Notes on the Notice Board outside and all who receive email or paper copies.   

• For our neighbours and the people of Painters Forstal and Ospringe and the surrounding    
countryside, the growth of our Church Family.   

• For persecuted Christians especially in Africa, Pakistan, the Middle East and China. 

For those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

• The Missionary District of the Philippines, Episcopal Visitor: The Rt Revd Terry Lowe.  

• St Mary & St Eanswythe, Dartford, Kent, Dr Roy Fidge, Warden.  

• For women who are pregnant, for couples seeking to have Children. For adoptive and foster par-

ents.  

And we remember the recently departed:  Maddie, Caroline Stephen, Rose Burkhart, specially, AND 
those whose anniversary falls at this time   

P:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord   R: And let light perpetual shine upon them  

(Parish) www.staugustineacc.uk 

(Diocese) www.anglicancatholic.org.uk 

rethink our priorities. 

          Thank you! 
    On Friday 6th November I laid to 
rest one of the most faithful members 
of our congregation, Toby my 12 year 
old dog. He has a lot of friends in the 
ACC and beyond and I have been 
very moved by their very many         
messages, condolences and prayers.  
Toby was much loved and will be 
missed. 

     

    When my two puppies, Minnie and 
Daisy, are a little bit older and properly 
trained I hope they too may join us from 
time to time on Sundays.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

CHURCH                          
FLOWERS 

To make a                    
donation for 
Flowers in 

Church—Please see Mrs            
Margaret Mead 

Requests for names to be added to our weekly prayer lists may be made by writing the prayer     intention (names and reason) in 

clear printed writing on paper and given to the clergy. If you wish the intention to remain private—note that and the details will 

not be published on this weekly sheet  
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